
that prompted the establishment of this in-
stitution; but notwithstanding this you are 
aware that many cried out against it, and 
denounced it as very unwise, and likely to 
end disastrously, and several apostatized 
through its inauguration because they 
wanted all the profits themselves, and were 
unwilling the people should have any. But 
we have the facts before us. The people 
who entered into it have been blessed ex-
ceedingly, and they will continue to be so 
if they persevere.

But I have said that this is only a step-
ping stone to something beyond that is 
more perfect, and that will result in the dif-
fusion of the blessings of God to a greater 
extent among us. In other lands you see the 
people divided into classes. You see beggars 
in the street, and men and women who are 
short of food, dwelling in hovels and in the 
poorest of tenements. At the same time, 
others revel in luxury, they have everything 
they need, and more than they need to sat-
isfy all their wants. Every philanthropist 
who contemplates this, does so with sad-
ness, and measure after measure has been 
devised to remedy this state of things. Our 
community is not a prey to these evils. 
Beggary and want are unknown in this 
Territory; at the same time we have no very 
rich men among us. Like other new com-
munities we are more on an equality than 
we would be if we were older, and if we 
were to become an old community under 
the system which prevailed before coopera-
tion was established, then it is very proba-
ble that some of the class distinctions to be 
seen in other communities would be seen 
in ours. It is to avoid this that God has re-
vealed that which I have alluded to, and his 
design is to bring to pass a better condition 
of affairs, by making men equal in earthly

things. He has given this earth to all his 
children; and he has given to us air, light, 
water and soil; he has given to us the ani-
mals that are upon the earth, and all the 
elements by which it is surrounded. They 
are not given to one or to some, to the ex-
clusion of others; not to one class, or to 
one nation to the exclusion of other classes 
or other nations. But he has given them 
to his children in all nations alike. Man, 
however, abuses the agency that God has 
given him, and he transgresses his laws by 
oppressing his fellow men. There is selfish-
ness in the rich, and there is covetousness 
in the poor. There is a clashing of inter-
ests, and there is not that feeling among 
men which we are told the Gospel should 
bring—a feeling to love our neighbor as we 
love ourselves. This does not exist on the 
earth now, it is reserved for God to restore 
it. We pray that God’s will may be done 
on earth as it is in heaven, and when it 
shall, then the order which exists in heaven 
will be practiced and enjoyed by men on 
the earth. I do not expect when we get to 
heaven, that we shall see some riding in 
their chariots, enjoying every luxury, and 
crowned with crowns of glory, while the 
rest are in poverty.

I have spoken longer than I intended, 
but there are some few thoughts on my 
mind to which I will allude in this con-
nection before I sit down, and that is, 
brethren and sisters, that we should, to 
the extent of our ability, foster these in-
stitutions that have been established 
among us. We should do all that we can 
to sustain ourselves—sustain our own 
factories, do all in our power to maintain 
these things that we have established, and 
seek with all our energy to foster them. 
We have factories here that can make as 
good cloth as any of their size, probably,
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