
should not share the fate of previous at-
tempts of the same character, and be over-
thrown in consequence of the weakness 
of the people, and the abandonment by 
them of the principles of truth and righ-
teousness. There is nothing plainer to 
my mind than this, that if the Latter-day 
Saints become luxurious and extravagant; 
if they love the world and forsake their for-
mer purity; if they forsake their frugality 
and temperance, and the principles which 
God has revealed unto them, and by the 
practice of which they are today the people 
that they are; we shall be overthrown as 
others have been overthrown. But I do not 
look for any such result, for I believe firmly 
in the prediction of Daniel, that this work, 
when established, shall not be given into 
the hands of another people, but it shall 
stand forever, and there will be means and 
agencies used and brought to bear on the 
minds of the people, to prevent such a ca-
tastrophe as that to which I have alluded—
to prevent the downfall of the system and 
the overthrow of those connected with it, 
and to prevent the victory of that which is 
evil over that which is good, holy and pure.

These means have been indicated in 
revelations which have been given unto 
us. We are not living as we should live. 
As a people we follow the systems of our 
fathers in regard to the management of 
wealth. We follow in the footsteps of those 
who have preceded us. We are innovators 
so far as religious thought and doctrines 
are concerned, and we have been bold in-
novators. We have not hesitated to adopt 
great reforms, and to proclaim them,  
and we have sought, with all the ener-
gies God has bestowed upon us, to make  
them facts in the earth. We have pro-
claimed this doctrine of gathering, and the 
people have been gathered together. This

is a great innovation, it is a bold step, and 
it has resulted in success thus far. It is not 
now a novelty, or a new and untried ex-
periment, for the gathering of the people 
together has been going on for forty years 
and upwards. But it was a great innova-
tion when introduced. It is so with other 
doctrines which the Elders of this Church 
have taught. God inspired their hearts, and 
they, regardless of all consequences, fear-
lessly proclaimed the truth which he im-
parted unto them. We have made a great 
revolution in our domestic relations, and 
in our social system. We have taken a bold 
stand, and have been fearless of the con-
sequences, because God, as we testify, has 
revealed unto us a principle that should be 
practiced, and which we should carry out, 
and be the pioneers in inaugurating for the 
redemption of men and women, and that 
should check, and, in fact, effectually cure, 
the evils under which Christendom has 
groaned for centuries. The Elders of this 
Church did this, and have risked all the 
consequences, from the time the system 
was inaugurated until the present time. 
The results of this we can all see, in the 
purity and chastity of our community; for 
strange as it may seem, in no other land are 
the chastity and virtue of women so high-
ly respected as in Utah. Throughout the 
length and breadth of this Territory public 
sentiment is utterly opposed to anything 
that would violate that chastity and virtue.

In these directions, then, we have been 
bold and fearless innovators. But so far 
as financial matters are concerned, so far 
as the accumulation and management of 
wealth are concerned, we have not fol-
lowed in the path which God has marked 
out. Yet the time must come, and we may 
as well prepare our minds for it, when
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