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is to lay the foundation and to build up a
system under which all the inhabitants
of the land can dwell in peace and safety.
But I notice a difficulty in our own midst,
and that is that we yield, to a great
extent, to the tendencies of the age, to
the influences which surround us on ev-
ery hand. We must refrain from this,
we must set our faces like flint against
every species of corruption, against ev-
ery kind of wrong, in whatever form it
may approach us. We must seek with
all the energy that we have, to build up
in truth and righteousness that which
God has committed unto us, and estab-
lish impregnably the system of reforma-
tion with which we are entrusted. There
can be no better way for us to commence
than by listening to the counsels that
have been given unto us in the past, and
which have been the means of produc-
ing the peace, happiness and prosperity
which we witness among us.

There are tendencies to be witnessed
in this city, and among our own peo-
ple here, that we have to guard against.
We well know that, of late, there has
been an increase of wealth, and of the
means of acquiring luxuries and com-
forts. God has bestowed these upon us,
and the question now is with us, Will we
use these, means aright, with an eye sin-
gle to his glory? Will we, with our in-
creased prosperity, devote ourselves in
the future, as we have in the past, to
the building up of the kingdom of God,
as our paramount duty? Not for our
own aggrandizement, but for the bene-
fit of our fellow men in every land, as
well as for the benefit of those who re-
side in this Territory. If we do this, God
will bless us. But you know what the
fate of all people has been who have been
similarly situated to us in the beginning.
In their early days they were pure, they

were not extravagant, they were simple
in their tastes, habits and dress. They
did not allow their minds to go out af-
ter earthly things, or to be placed upon
them. But means and wealth will al-
ways increase among frugal, economical,
virtuous and industrious people, for it is
one of the natural consequences which
follow industry and well-directed labor,
and we are no exceptions to this rule.
We live in a land that has been bar-
ren and sterile above all lands on this
continent, and by well-directed energy
and industry, by perseverance, temper-
ance and frugality, we have been blessed,
and now the fruits of our long-continued
abstemiousness and industry are begin-
ning to flow in upon us, and we are be-
coming wealthy. Our lands are becom-
ing valuable, our surroundings are be-
coming, if not luxurious, at least com-
fortable, wealth is pouring into our laps,
and the prospect is that ere long we will
be as wealthy a community, probably, as
can be found between the two oceans.
This seems to be the natural tendency of
events at the present time.

Now the question arises—and I deem
it an important one for this Conference—
it has rested on my mind, as I doubt not
it has on the minds of the brethren—will
we as a people devote the means that
God is giving unto us, for the preser-
vation and continuation of that system
that he has revealed unto us? Or will
we scatter it abroad, destroy ourselves,
and spoil the future which God has in
store for us? We must be a different peo-
ple from every other that has preceded
us, if we fulfill the predictions of the holy
Priesthood, for God has said, through the
mouth of his prophet Daniel, thousands
of years ago, that this kingdom should
not be given into the hands of another
people, but it should stand forever. It


