GATHERING—ITS SPIRIT, ETC.

the thousands who live in this Territory,
who have been gathered from the various
States of this country, and from the various
countries of Europe, of Asia and the islands
of the sea, there is scarcely one to be found
who did not, as soon as he or she embraced
the Gospel, have an intense desire to gather
with the people of God, and to become
closely associated with them, to believe as
they believed, to live as they lived, to share
their trials, to partake of their prosperity or
adversity, as the case might be; to receive
instructions from the man whom they
believed God had chosen to preside over
his Church upon the earth. And the effect
upon the Latter-day Saints in every land
is the same in this respect. You may travel
to the most inhospitable climate—to the
bleak regions of the north, or to the sunny
climes of the south; to the lands of steril-
ity and barrenness, where hardship seems
to be the lot of the people, where privation
is one of the incidents of their existence;
or to the lands of fertility, where the in-
habitants acquire a livelihood with ease; in
fact, no matter where you go, nor whatever
the circumstances may be which surround
the people, when they hear the testimony
of the servants of God, and receive and act
upon it, the same spirit takes possession
of the people, and they gladly forsake the
lands of their nativity, and the associations
of life—of early life and mature age, the
homes of their childhood and the graves of
their ancestors, and wend their way with
joy and gladness to this strange land, which
God, as they verily believe and know, by
the testimony of his Holy Spirit, has pre-
pared as a resting place for them. This is
the universal effect wherever the Gospel
has been preached, and in this respect the
Latter-day Saints are a peculiar people.
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But though we have gathered together,
as we have, in this country, there seems to
be in the minds of a great many people a
disposition to overlook the reasons which
God our heavenly Father has had in view
in gathering us out, and collecting us to-
gether, and making us one people. The
prophecies which were recorded in ancient
days, as well as those which have been giv-
en us in the day in which we live; all point
forward to this great dispensation, as a time
when God should do a great and mighty
work in the midst of the earth, and when
a great revolution should be effected and
a great reformation accomplished among
the children of men; when he should have
a peculiar people—a people who should
be gathered out from all nations, a people
who should be free from the vices and the
evils of all nations, a people upon whom
he should place his name, and whom he
should recognize as his. We are told by the
Revelator John, that a time would come
when the people of God should be com-
manded to come out of Babylon, out of
confusion, when they should be gathered
out from every nation, from the remot-
est parts of the earth, and when he should
make of them a great and mighty people.

We see a partial fulfillment of this pre-
diction in this Territory—this people
are gathered from various lands, and are
dwelling together in peace and in union,
without litigation, animosity or strife, all
harmonizing together—their interests
blended in one. To my mind this is one
of the most remarkable phenomena to
be witnessed on the face of the earth. It
strikes me as such, and although familiar
with it from my childhood, I look with
wonder and astonishment at the great
work that has been done in gathering this
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