
Since the commencement of our 
Conference we have heard very much valu-
able instruction, and testimonies which 
have been very cheering to the hearts of 
those who have heard them; and no doubt 
every person who has attended Conference 
from its commencement until the pres-
ent time, and who will continue until the 
Conference shall terminate, will feel amply 
rewarded for the time spent, and will go 
away feeling better prepared to perform the 
duties which may devolve upon him or her.

There is so much to talk about con-
nected with our circumstances and condi-
tion, that it requires a portion of the Spirit 
of the Lord to enable a person, in speak-
ing, to dwell upon those points which are 
best adapted to our present requirements. 
We are not situated as any other people, 
that is, in many respects, and instructions 
adapted to our circumstances would dif-
fer probably from those which would be 
required by others. We have been, from 
the commencement, a peculiar people; our 
religion is in many respects at the present 
time a peculiar one; yet, if there be any 
distinctive peculiarity about the religion 
of the Latter-day Saints, it is that they 
believe and receive the Scriptures as they  
are, and do not attempt to put double

meanings to their teachings. Our religion 
being peculiar, the effect of it is somewhat 
peculiar. The message which the Elders of 
this Church declare when they go forth to 
preach the Gospel has a different effect, 
upon people who listen to it, to that which 
is declared by any other denomination. 
Not because faith in Jesus Christ, repen-
tance of sin, baptism for the remission of 
sins, and laying on of hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost are taught, but 
because, following these principles, there 
is declared unto the people the propriety 
and the necessity of gathering out from the 
various nations where they dwell, from the 
midst of their kindred and their former 
associates, and concentrating at the place 
which God, as the Elders testify, has se-
lected as the place for his people to reside 
in. This is a strange doctrine, and one that 
is peculiar to the Latter-day Saints, and, 
as I have said, the effects upon the people 
are peculiar. No sooner do they hear the 
proclamation of this doctrine, and in some 
instances before, than there springs up in 
the hearts of those who have received the 
testimony of the Elders a desire to gather 
out, and be associated with the people with 
whom they have joined, and whose faith 
they have received. I suppose that among
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