
is a great many times older than the sec-
ond, we would have to get some of these 
mathematicians to tell how many times. 
It would be over 31 millions of seconds, 
a great many minutes, many hours, three 
hundred and sixty-five days, and one year. 
When these two children have lived just 
one year longer the elder of the two is two 
years old, the other one, the former, being 
just as old again as the latter. In one year 
more the first one will be only one-third 
older, the fourth year he will be one-fourth 
older, and so on. Now then, how long 
must these two children live to be exactly 
of an age? They never will be; never, no 
never, through all the eternities there are, 
and that is forever and ever. They will al-
ways differ in age, and when countless 
millions and myriads of ages have passed 
away there is still, do you not see, a dif-
ference, these children are not yet of the 
same age. It is just so with matter. Take, 
for instance, a grain of sand. You cannot 
divide it so small that it cannot be divided 
again—it is capable of infinite division. 
We know nothing about how many times 
it can be divided, and it is just so with re-
gard to the lives in us, in animals, in veg-
etation, in shrubbery. They are countless. 
To illustrate, you take a perfectly ripe 
kernel of corn—you will have some here 
perhaps in a few days—and if you get a 
glass, it does not require a very powerful 
one, and you take the chit of this corn and 
open it, you behold distinctly a stalk of 
corn, in that chit, a perfectly grown stalk  
of corn, with ears and leaves on it, matured, 
out in blossom—there is the tassel, there  
are the ears and there is the corn! Well, you 
get a stronger glass and divide again, and  
you can see that this very chit is the  
grandfather of corn! We take the scien-

tific world for this. Well, how many lives 
are there in this grain of corn? They are in-
numerable, and this same infinity is mani-
fest through all the creations of God.

We will operate here, in all the ordi-
nances of the house of God which pertain 
to this side the veil, and those who pass be-
yond and secure to themselves a resurrec-
tion pertaining to the lives will go on and 
receive more and more, more and more, 
and will receive one after another until 
they are crowned Gods, even the sons of 
God. This idea is very consoling. We are 
now baptizing for the dead, and we are 
sealing for the dead, and if we had a temple 
prepared we should be giving endow-
ments for the dead—for our fathers, moth-
ers, grandfathers, grandmothers, uncles, 
aunts, relatives, friends and old associates, 
the history of whom we are now getting 
from our friends in the east. The Lord is 
stirring up the hearts of many there, and 
there is a perfect mania with some to trace 
their genealogies and to get up printed re-
cords of their ancestors. They do not know 
what they are doing it for, but the Lord is 
prompting them; and it will continue and 
run on from father to father, father to fa-
ther, until they get the genealogy of their 
forefathers as far as they possibly can.

I am going to stop my talking by say-
ing that, in the millennium, when the 
kingdom of God is established on the 
earth in power, glory and perfection, 
and the reign of wickedness that has so 
long prevailed is subdued, the Saints 
of God will have the privilege of build-
ing their temples, and of entering into 
them, becoming, as it were, pillars in 
the temples of God, and they will offici-
ate for their dead. Then we will see our 
friends come up, and perhaps some that 
we have been acquainted with here. If we

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES138

JOD Vol 15-LIVE.indd   138JOD Vol 15-LIVE.indd   138 5/16/20   8:47 PM5/16/20   8:47 PM


