THE OPPOSITION OF WICKEDNESS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, ETC.

man after you had paid your thousands
into their hands. They gave their votes for
an individual who would deprive you of
the rights guaranteed by the Constitution
of our country. Will you still continue
to support such men? Will you go down
here and trade with them year after year?
If you do I know what the result will be; it
is plainly visible. They will get a foothold
here, and if they can only get numbers suf-
ficient, you Latter-day Saints will have no
civil rights here in this Territory. If a jury
is to be empanelled it will be composed of
our bitter enemies. If a Latter-day Saint has
to be tried before the courts, it will be be-
fore those who are ready to eat him up. If
there is a delegate to be elected to Congress
they will seek very diligently to get the
greatest enemy to this people they can find,
so that, if possible, he may succeed in get-
ting a large army sent up here to use us up.
Why should they do this? To make money;
that is their object. They feel, “If we can
only stir up the government and get them
to send an army to Utah it will be money
in our pocket. Bless you, we don’t care how
much suffering it produces, or how many
Latter-day Saints may be deprived of their
rights; we would sell the whole of them for
a dollar a head, if we could only become
rich. We care nothing about them, or their
rights as American citizens.” These are
their feelings.

Moreover, has there not been pub-
lished here year after year a scandalous
paper, every number of which has teemed
with lies of the blackest dye concern-
ing us? Yet we have scarcely noticed that
such a paper is in existence. Who have
supported this paper? The merchants
here, those whom you have been feed-
ing and paying your money to. They
are the ones who have sustained this pa-
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per. Do you suppose that a paper which
is continually belching forth falsehoods of
the blackest dye against you, your religion,
and against the man who led you forth and
planted you here, could be sustained here
if the people outside of this church did not
support it? If they support it, what is it for?
That it may arouse the feelings of the en-
emies of the Saints throughout the States,
and may, peradventure, result in the send-
ing of an army here that they may make
money out of it. That is what they hope
to effect.

Now, Latter-day Saints, I have spoken
plainly. I take the responsibility of what I
have said on my own shoulders. If I have
spoken too harshly I am willing to be cor-
rected. I have spoken my feelings plainly,
without trying to hide them or gloss them
over. I say I would rather go and kill
wolves in the forests and mountains, and
skin them and tan their skins and wear
wolfskin pantaloons, and wolfskin coats
and vests, and have everything I wear the
skin of beasts, than spend one dime with
one outsider in the Territory of Utah. (The
congregation said “Amen.”) I do not know
what are the feelings of my brethren on
this subject, but I do know, unless there
is a change among this people in regard to
this matter, farewell to our homes again,
farewell to our fine buildings, to our farms,
and to the country which we now occupy
as the old settlers; farewell to many of our
friends who will fall victims to our en-
emies; yes, farewell to home and the com-
forts which now surround us, and we shall
have to seek an asylum somewhere else, in
these mountains or in some other part of
this continent, through being driven again,
if we, through our own foolishness, will
nourish vipers in our midst. Amen.
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