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chants, farmers, mechanics, or money
changers. The prophet began to instruct
them how to live that they might be the
better prepared to perform the great
work they were called to accomplish. I
think I am as well acquainted with the
circumstances which led to the giving of
the Word of Wisdom as any man in the
Church, although I was not present at the
time to witness them. The first school of
the prophets was held in a small room situ-
ated over the Prophet Joseph’s kitchen, in a
house which belonged to Bishop Whitney,
and which was attached to his store, which
store probably might be about fifteen feet
square. In the rear of this building was a
kitchen, probably ten by fourteen feet,
containing rooms and pantries. Over this
kitchen was situated the room in which the
Prophet received revelations and in which
he instructed his brethren. The brethren
came to that place for hundreds of miles
to attend school in a little room probably
no larger than eleven by fourteen. When
they assembled together in this room af-
ter breakfast, the first they did was to light
their pipes, and, while smoking, talk about
the great things of the kingdom, and spit
all over the room, and as soon as the pipe
was out of their mouths a large chew of
tobacco would then be taken. Often when
the Prophet entered the room to give the
school instructions he would find himself
in a cloud of tobacco smoke. This, and the
complaints of his wife at having to clean
so filthy a floor, made the Prophet think
upon the matter, and he inquired of the
Lord relating to the conduct of the Elders
in using tobacco, and the revelation known
as the Word of Wisdom was the result of
his inquiry. You know what it is, and can
read it at your leisure.

So we see that almost the very
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first teachings the first Elders of this
Church received were as to what to eat,
what to drink, and how to order their
natural lives, that they might be united
temporally as well as spiritually. This is the
great purpose which God has in view in
sending to the world, by His servants, the
gospel of life and salvation. It will teach us
how to deal, how to act in all things, and
how to live with each other to become one
in the Lord. There is no question but that
the waste places of Zion will be built up,
that temples of God will be reared, and
the Elders of Israel will enter into them
and perform ordinances for the redemp-
tion of their dead friends back to Adam;
but do you know the method of opera-
tion by which this will be brought about?
Do you understand the workings of this
great machinery of salvation to accom-
plish the great end for which we are look-
ing? With all of our experience we have
but a very scanty or partial knowledge of
this great work. We say that we will enter
into this business or that business to suit
our own tastes and notions, without think-
ing whether our proceedings will advance
the kingdom of God or not, and when
strangers come into our midst we are too
apt to strengthen their hands, to destroy
the very Zion which we are trying to build
up. It may be that those who do this are
not aware of the evil which they commit
in taking this course; for while we encour-
age and strengthen those who are not of
us, at the same time we firmly believe that
scripture of the revelator respecting the
separation of the Saints from the wicked—
“And I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my people, that
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.”

We have met in these valleys of
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