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have all of this, that and the other they
want out of the Tithing Office; and if a
Bishop gets ten dollars in money or other
good pay he is sure to manage to send
a load of wood or brush to some person
in his Ward, charge the Church with ten
dollars, and put the money in his pocket.
Can we build a Temple on such terms?

Where are the bacon and eggs that
should come to feed the workmen? I
had my teams ready to go out for such
articles, but they are away towards the
States with the teamsters; the meat, the
lard, the eggs, the butter, the cheese,
and everything is gone to the States.
We have said to the teamsters who have
gone east, We will give you credit on la-
bor Tithing; and we have to board them,
too, have we? I expect we shall have
to find wagons for them by-and-by, and
then oxen and everything else. You can
see how men can think and contrive how
to use up this and that—to use up all the
butter, all the eggs, all the meat, all the
cheese, and all the money—"and when
we cannot sell wheat at any price, then
you poor slaves who work on the public
works may take it and build up the king-
dom with it." This is a little harder than
I spoke last Sunday, and you may judge
of it as you please. "Do you know all this
to be true, brother Brigham?" I do.

I do not wish any of my remarks
applied where they do not belong. If
there is a presiding officer in this king-
dom who is not equally with myself
under obligation to see the kingdom
of God built up, I would like to see
him. Some may be careless, uncon-
cerned, drink whiskey, and loiter away
their time, or try to accumulate for them-
selves, but I will promise such that
they will sink to rise no more; they
will dwindle away to nothing, and their
names will be forgotten among men.

We had better build up the kingdom
of God, and consider ourselves under
obligations to do it, and see that we ac-
tually magnify our high and holy calling
before the heavens. We have the privi-
lege of preparing ourselves to inherit the
celestial kingdom. Is there another peo-
ple on the earth that has the same rea-
son for rejoicing that we have? Those
who have power to overcome temptation,
to subdue their own passions and incli-
nations to evil, have more reason to be
thankful than those who have not thus
overcome. Let us have compassion upon
each other, and let the strong tenderly
nurse the weak into strength, and let
those who can see guide the blind until
they can see the way for themselves.

I exhort the Bishops and the people
to do better. Do not charge to my ac-
count hundreds and thousands of dollars
when it is where I cannot handle it and
do good with it. I could have made this
whole people rich long ago if I had pos-
sessed their confidence, as I should, but
if I had made them rich, through the
blessings of the Lord, I expect it would
have destroyed them. I do not, however,
ask your confidence any further than you
can be made subject to the law of Christ
and not love the world and the things
of the world. I do not wish an influ-
ence that would be to my injury and to
the injury of this people, but I really
fancy to myself that if this people called
Latter-day Saints were devoted perfectly
to the building up of the kingdom of God,
I should have a great deal more influ-
ence with them than I now possess, and I
should be able to control their purses as
well as their souls.

Many, when they come here, are
in the depths of poverty, but when
they find that they can stand alone
and become a little independent, how
quickly they forsake their God and
their religion for that which is of no


