TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, ETC.

May the Lord God Almighty bless the
Saints, and everyone who will permit his
blessings to come upon them. I am under
the same obligations to bless sinners as I
am to bless Saints, if they will receive my
blessings. I pray for the blessings of Heaven
upon the work of his hands, for we are all
his children—the sons and daughters of our
Parent who dwells in the heavens. Let us do

261

honor to his character and to our own be-
ing, and so live that we may have knowl-
edge of the light of eternity, that we may be
prepared to dwell eternally with him. This
is the greatest gift that can be conferred on
intelligent beings, to live forever and never
be destroyed. May the Lord help us in so
living as to enjoy his society, through the
merits of his Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

—— () —

TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH—
EFFECTS THAT FOLLOWED THE GOSPEL ANCIENTLY
AND THAT FOLLOW IT NOW, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY WILFORD WOODRUFF, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, APRIL 22, 1860
Reported by J.V. Long

I always feel much pleasure in address-
ing a congregation of the Saints when I am
inspired by the Holy Ghost, for then I can
be of benefit to those who hear.

I realize that, until the Priesthood was
restored to the earth, we had no way of
knowing the truth in relation to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. It is true there were a great
many anxiously seeking to know the Lord,
but there were none that were able to give
them the comfort and consolation they
desired.

If a person goes without food for
twenty-four hours, we all know that that
individual will become very hungry; and
it is precisely so with those who hunger
for the principles of eternal life. While we
enjoy the Spirit of the Lord, we shall find
that there is enough and abundance to feed
every human soul.

I have never seen the day or the
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hour that I was not susceptible of be-
ing taught by my brethren, neither have I
ever seen the time that I thought I knew
all the principles of the Gospel; and I can
truly say that I feel as much edified today
in contemplating the things of God as ever
I did in any hour of my life. We are all
dependent upon the Lord, upon his Holy
Spirit, and upon the testimony of the Lord
Jesus Christ, for instruction, for light, and
knowledge, such as is calculated to edify,
encourage, sustain, and aid us in magnify-
ing our callings in this life.

We need not enter particularly into the
great mysteries of the kingdom of God
in order to be edified. A man may preach
upon the first principles of the Gospel, and
he will find enough in them to instruct
the people and edify himself in the things
of God. Those principles are plain; they
can easily be comprehended when pre-
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