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time will come when we shall no longer be-
lieve. So far as I now know, I shall have to
live a few hundred thousand years before I
come to that conclusion. I am satisfied that
belief will eternally exist with me, whether
it will with others or not. When I am in
full possession of faith and the power of
God, if I should say to that mountain, “Be
plucked up and placed in the sea,” it would
be done; or to a tree, “Be rooted up,” it
would be done. I expect that objects will
come within the scope of my belief to act
upon before I have faith to act upon them;
but I never expect to see the time when
there will not be room and opportunity for
belief, and to advance.

I am pleased with the remarks made by
brother Mace and brother Pratt. Brother
Mace is right and wrong in his ideas upon
the birth of the water and the spirit, as he is
with regard to faith in the abstract. There is
such a thing as the birth of the spirit while
we live in the flesh. And when we under-
stand more perfectly our own independent
organization which God has given us, and
the spirit world, and the principles and
powers that act on this organism, we shall
learn that a person can be so fully and solely
devoted to the spirit of truth and to God,
and be so wrapped up in that spirit, that it
may be called, with propriety, a new birth.
I read in the Scripture that a man must
be born of the spirit before he can see the
kingdom of God. And yet I have seen hun-
dreds of people, in my experience and trav-
els, who, after hearing the Elders preach,
and the spirit of truth has found way to
their hearts, have yielded to it and testified
that this is the kingdom of God, and, af-
ter all, have never come into it. The love of
the truth was so far lacking in them, or they
were so far wanting in moral courage, that
they did not embrace the truth. The writers
of the New Testament were disposed to call
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it a birth, and I have no objection to their
use of the term.

Jesus is the first begotten from the dead,
as you will understand. Neither Enoch,
Elijah, Moses, nor any other man that ever
lived on earth, no matter how strictly he
lived, ever obtained a resurrection until af-
ter Jesus Christ’s body was called from the
tomb by the angel. He was the first begot-
ten from the dead. He is the Master of the
resurrection—the first flesh that lived here
after receiving the glory of the resurrec-
tion. The resurrection from the dead may
also, with propriety, be called a birth. All
we can do in these matters is to exclaim, O
the poverty of our language!—the poverty
of our ideas!—of the power of our concep-
tion! But we shall learn more, and come to
a better understanding.

It is for brother Mace and all others
to understand that, because we believe in
the ordinance of baptism, the ordinance
of the sacrament is not to be done away.
To learn that, if you believe in the laying
on of hands for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, you are not to deny the laying on of
hands for the healing of the sick. It is not
for people to take only part of the religion
of Christ, and say, “It is all we require;” but
take the whole truth wherever you find it.
It is good; claim it, take it to yourself, and
cleave to it, for it will do you good. Cease
to separate truth from truth. Heaven is full
of truth; earth is full of truth and false-
hood. The power of God, the power of
angels, and the power of the Devil are all
more or less exhibited before the children
of men. Let us yield ourselves to the Lord
our Savior, that we may truly be his ser-
vants, and it will be well with us, and there
will be no danger but that we shall be right.
Let us learn to see the harmony of truth,
and love and practice it, until we are made
perfect and fully prepared to be received
into the kingdom of our Father and God.
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