SOURCE OF INTELLIGENCE—LAWS OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

me. What do you do, when these are pre-
sented to you—when the cup is handed
to your lips? Will you partake of it, or say
(taking a glass of water in his hand), Here
are my best wishes for you to do right, but
you may go to the Devil with your whiskey
(dashing the water upon the floor). Have
I the power to do this? You call it will. It
is the divinity God has placed in his intel-
ligent creatures. It is for us to overcome ev-
ery evil passion we have, in consequence of
the fall.

The Devil has the mastery of the earth:
he has corrupted it, and has corrupted
the children of men. He has led them in
evil until they are almost entirely ruined,
and are so far from God that they neither
know Him nor his influence, and have
almost lost sight of everything that per-
tains to eternity. This darkness is more
prevalent, more dense, among the people
of Christendom, than it is among the hea-
then. They have lost sight of all that is great
and glorious—of all principles that pertain
to life eternal.

Will you overcome evil? You have
power to do so, for God has given you this
power. You can toss the proffered glass to
the ground, dash it out of your neighbor’s
hand, or drink its contents, be a fool, wal-
low in the gutter, and die the death of a
fool. Do as you please. I do not know of
anything but what I am master of, with re-
gard to appetite, as I have often told you.
If I were not, I would at once have a war
with myself.

What is there that I cannot do with-
out? Can I do without seeing my father
and mother pertaining to the earth?
I can. I have not seen them for many
years. My mother died when I was four-
teen years of age, and my father died
a few weeks after I left the States for
England, in 1839. After the driving from
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Missouri, he said that he did not want
to live any longer. I have not seen him
for a long time. Can I do without seeing
him? Yes, and pass my time comfortably.
Suppose my wives and children should say,
“Husband, father, we are going to leave
you, unless you do thus and so.” I would
say, Leave as quickly as you please, every
one of you. My children, if they are fro-
ward and will not believe and obey the
Gospel, are no more to me than the chil-
dren now sitting here. Here are children,
that I can take to my bosom, that will love
and serve God; and they are dearer to me
than those I have, unless they love the Lord
Jesus Christ.

I do not believe it possible, since I have
been baptized into this Church, for a wom-
an to be presented to me that I could love,
were she not in the Church of Jesus Christ
and did not love the Gospel. That is my
feeling today, and I expect it to remain
from henceforth and forever.

The discourse we have heard this morn-
ing is excellent. It seemed to me as though
the heavens were here and I could talk
about them with a very good feeling, and
induce the people to see and understand
correct principles. How quickly they would
shun evil and forsake that which would
drag them down to everlasting ruin, if they
could but see it.

Brethren and sisters, let us treasure up
in our hearts all the good we can learn, and
forsake all the evil we meet with—walk it
under our feet. Evil is not worthy the no-
tice and attention of these intelligences.
Heavenly things and eternal principles will
exalt those intelligences in the eternities of
the Gods: these principles alone are worthy
of your attention.

May the Lord help us to choose the way
of life and salvation, and to be prepared to
enjoy his society hereafter! Amen.
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