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and nobody can have life but those that
inherit it from God. All that refuse the
truth—the Gospel of salvation, and yield
themselves obedient to the law of sin and
death, will reap in full the reward of their
doings. It is hard for a child to obey its par-
ents, for a servant to obey his master, and
for people to obey the laws of the land. You
frequently hear some persons grumbling
about the laws of this city, and about the
laws of this Territory, which are wholesome
and good. Why don’t such persons live
as some others do? I live above the laws.
They do not in the least infringe upon me.
The City Council never passed an ordi-
nance that infringed upon me or upon my
rights. Our Legislature has never passed a
law that infringed upon me, because I live
above the law through honoring every par-
ticle of it. In this course the law is beneath
my feet and is my servant, not my master.
Thousands live in this way.

The laws of the Gospel are neither more
nor less than a few of the principles of
eternity revealed to the people, by which
they can return to heaven from whence
they came. A few of the laws of the Gospel
have been revealed to us in the last days,
by which we can begin and walk the
path back into the presence of the Father
and the Son, having the communication
opened between the heavens and the earth
to reveal the will of God to the children of
men. We delight in the heavenly law—in
that law that will preserve us to all eternity.
We delight more in this than in everything
else. Here are my fathers, mothers, sisters,
brothers, wives, children. “What, are there
wives and children for me in the eternal
worlds?” Yes.

Let me here say a word to console
the feelings and hearts of all who
belong to this Church. Many of the

JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd 208

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

sisters grieve because they are not blessed
with offspring. You will see the time when
you will have millions of children around
you. If you are faithful to your covenants,
you will be mothers of nations. You will
become Eves to earths like this; and when
you have assisted in peopling one earth,
there are millions of earths still in the
course of creation. And when they have en-
dured a thousand million times longer than
this earth, it is only as it were the beginning
of your creations. Be faithful, and if you are
not blest with children in this time, you
will be hereafter. But I would not dare tell
you all I know about these matters, though
I know but little: still I am not a fool in the
things of God, neither is brother Taylor,
though he saw so much to learn that he did
not realize that he had learned anything.
We have learned a great deal, although
we are still but babes and sucklings in the
things of God; yet the truth and knowledge
we possess pertaining to the plan of salva-
tion outweigh all possessed by others on
the earth. Be faithful, and you will delight
in the things of God, and bear the yoke—
carry the burden God has placed on you
to bear.

Brother Taylor lifted his arm, and asked
by what power he did it. It is by that inher-
ent divinity you call will; God has placed
it in every being. When you go into the
dram shops in Whiskey Street, (Elders
go there!) the salutation is, “How do you
do, brother? Won’t you take a glass with
me?” I have power to lift a glass and hand
it to my brother, and say, “Come, brother,
take a little liquor.” “No; I do not drink
any strong drink.” “Oh, come, take a little
for friendship’s sake.” I have power to hand
it to my neighbor’s lips, and my neighbor
has power to dash it out of my hands. Who
has given me that power? It is inherent in
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