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Taylor has been laying before this con-
gregation. Those principles pertain to
eternal life. It is my delight to hear
the things of God brought to the under-
standing of the children of men. This
is the beauty of the Gospel we have re-
ceived. The excellency of the glory of the
character of brother Joseph Smith was
that he could reduce heavenly things to
the understanding of the finite. When
he preached to the people—revealed the
things of God, the will of God, the plan of
salvation, the purposes of Jehovah, the
relation in which we stand to him and
all the heavenly beings, he reduced his
teachings to the capacity of every man,
woman, and child, making them as plain
as a well-defined pathway. This should
have convinced every person that ever
heard of him of his divine authority and
power, for no other man was able to teach
as he could, and no person can reveal
the things of God, but by the revelations
of Jesus Christ. When we hear a man
that can speak of heavenly things, and
present them to the people in a way that
they can be understood, you may know
that to that man the avenue is open, and
that he, by some power, has communica-
tion with heavenly beings; and when the
highest intelligence is exhibited, he, per-
haps, has communication with the high-
est intelligence that exists.

This Gospel is my glory. Jesus said
to his disciples, "Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light." Why
is it so? As brother Taylor has said,
it is through the love that the people
should have for the Gospel, which ought
to be more than their love for fathers,
mothers, sisters, brothers, wives, chil-
dren, houses, lands, goods and chattels,
or anything that pertains to this earth.

The Spirit of revelation, even the Spirit
of eternal life, is within that person who
lives so as to bear properly the yoke of
Jesus. The heavens are open to such
persons, and they see and understand
things that pertain to eternity, and also
the things that pertain to this earth,
which will pass away with it; and those
who love the things of earth will pass
away with it. When death takes them,
all is gone.

But the person that wears the yoke
of Jesus and bears his burden—who
loves the cause of truth and righteous-
ness more than all else—"Why," says he,
"Eternity is full of fathers and mothers.
There is my Father enthroned in glory.
He is the Father of my spirit." God our
Father, who dwells in eternity, is the Fa-
ther of our spirits and the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ. The man
or woman that lives in the revelations
of Jesus Christ can see and understand
this. Here are our earthly fathers, the
begetters of our mortal bodies; but there
is the foundation of all the life that I or
any other person can possess on the face
of the earth, even God my Father who
dwells in the heavens. There also is my
mother.

I am not confined to love my father
and mother here, if they do not love God,
the fountain of all truth. In the heav-
ens are fathers, mothers, sisters, broth-
ers. Unless my father, mother, brother,
sister, wife, and child, pertaining to the
flesh, love God supremely, embrace the
truth, and follow out the dictates of the
Holy Ghost, they are not my kindred—
I do not own them—I have nothing to
do with them; they will perish, die,
sink into forgetfulness, and be as though
they had never been; they will pass
away and return to native element. In
heaven dwells my Father. There are the
heavenly hosts—my sisters, my breth-


