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to gather the people. It will not do to 
trifle with this people. “Touch not mine 
anointed,” saith the Lord. O ye inhabi-
tants of the earth, be careful how you in-
fringe upon the Latter-day Saints. They 
are the anointed of the Lord, and are like 
the apple of his eye, and he will bring you 
into judgment for every act and move you 
make against them. This nation will be 
shivered to pieces. There is no cohesion in 
the particles that compose it. If you touch 
it, it will fall to pieces, for it is shattered 
from its center to its circumference. They 
think it so strange that the “harmonious 
democracy” can divide. You might as well 
try to put out the sun as to make them 
united. God is working with them; he is 
taking his Spirit from them. They are like

water spilled upon the ground; there is no 
soundness nor stability left in them; they 
are devoid of good sense. God has called 
away the intelligence he bestowed upon 
them, and every move they make will sink 
them deeper and deeper in the mire, un-
til they are lost and gone forever. We wish 
them no evil; we heap no coals of fire on 
their heads, only by doing them good and 
exhorting them to refrain from meddling 
with this people. The time is nigh when 
every man that will not take up his sword 
against his neighbor must needs flee to 
Zion. Where is Zion? Where the organiza-
tion of the Church of God is. And may it 
dwell spiritually in every heart; and may we 
so live as to always enjoy the Spirit of Zion! 
Amen.

We have enjoyed interesting and in-
telligent remarks by brother Taylor this 
morning; and perhaps we may all say, 
with propriety, that what has been said 
is sufficient for the present—that we are 
now full and need no more. What has 
been presented is very true and very sat-
isfactory. I delight in hearing my breth-
ren speak of things that pertain to God  
and godliness. Brother Taylor says there 
is no intelligence, only that which comes 
from God. We might ask, Is there any 
valuable fact known by any person,

except by the revelations that flow from the 
Lord Jehovah? God is the source, the foun-
tain of all intelligence, no matter who pos-
sesses it, whether man upon the earth, the 
spirits in the spirit world, the angels that 
dwell in the eternities of the Gods, or the 
most inferior intelligence among the devils 
in hell. All have derived what intelligence, 
light, power, and existence they have from 
God—from the same source from which 
we have received ours.

My delight, my joy, my life con- 
sist of the very things that brother

SOURCE OF INTELLIGENCE—LAWS OF THE GOSPEL,  ETC.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE BOWERY,  

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  OCTOBER 14,  1860

Reported by G.  D.  Watt

z

JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   205JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   205 5/13/20   8:55 PM5/13/20   8:55 PM


