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America. He saw the Israelites on this land
become righteous, and he saw three gen-
erations pass away in righteousness; then
the more part of them fell into wickedness
and were destroyed, and the records kept
among them contained the fulness of the
Gospel and many prophecies and visions
that were great and precious. He saw that
a remnant of the nation should dwindle
more and more in unbelief, and have wars
and contentions among themselves, and
become a degraded people, and be scat-
tered upon all the face of this continent.
Then he saw in the latter days the na-
tions and kingdoms of the Gentiles who
should discover this land, and send forth
their emigrants and form a great na-
tion of Gentiles upon this continent; and
he saw that they should have power to
free themselves from every nation under
heaven. Then he saw that by the power
of God the records of his people should
come forth; and he saw that a Church of
the Saints should arise, and that it should
spread itself upon all the face of the earth,
among all the nations and kingdoms of the
Gentiles; and he saw also that the great and
abominable church that was among all the
nations of the Gentiles, having dominion
among all peoples and tongues, should
gather together in multitudes among the
nations of the earth and fight against the
Lamb of God and against the Saints of the
Most High and his covenant people, and
he says—"I beheld the power of the Lamb,
that it descended upon the Saints of the
Most High that were scattered among all
the nations of the Gentiles, and they were
armed with righteousness and the power
of God in great glory. And then he said, I
saw the mother of abominations begin to
have wars and rumors of war among all the
nations and kingdoms of the Gentiles;
and the Lord spake unto him, saying,
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Behold, the work of God is upon the
mother of harlots, etc.”

This vision continued down to the end
of time. But what I wish to call your at-
tention to at this time is one event which
has been in a measure literally fulfilled. It
is an event that no man, unless he were a
Prophet inspired by the Most High God,
could have had a heart big enough to
prophesy of with the least expectation of its
fulfillment; and that is, the Church of the
Lamb of God that was to be raised up after
the coming forth of these records of the an-
cient Israelites should be among all nations
and kingdoms of the Gentiles.

This was uttered and printed before the
Church of Latter-day Saints was in exis-
tence. How could a young man, inexpe-
rienced as Joseph Smith was, have had all
this foreknowledge of future events, unless
he was inspired of God? How did he know
that any Church believing in the Book of
Mormon would arise? He was then in the
act of translating these records; the Church
had not yet an existence; and he was young,
inexperienced, and ignorant as regards the
education and wisdom of this world. How
did he know that, after his manuscript was
published, a church called the Church of
the Lamb would arise and be built upon
the fulness of the Gospel contained in the
book? How did he know that, if it did arise,
it would have one year’s existence? What
wisdom, education, or power could have
given him this foreknowledge independent
of the power of God? How could he know,
if a church should arise, that it would have
any influence beyond his own neighbor-
hood? How did he know it would extend
through the State of New York, where it
was first raised? How could he know that
it would extend over the United States,
and much more, that it would go to all
nations and kingdoms of the Gentiles?
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