PERSONAL REMINISCENCES AND TESTIMONY, ETC.

Lord my God shall permit me to have a
being here upon the earth, be it long or
short.

How long I shall stay here I know not:
that is among the hidden things of futu-
rity, so far as I am personally concerned.
I look forward with joyful anticipation to
the glory that shall follow in the rolling
forth of this kingdom, and in the fulfill-
ment of the purposes of the Most High
God in relation to this last dispensation
he has introduced upon the earth. There
are a great many things that are taking
place and have taken place that I have
rejoiced in, because I have known them,
from diligent research, to be the fulfill-
ment of modern prophecy.

I have not been backward about
searching both ancient and modern
prophecy that I might learn something
about the events of the last dispensa-
tion, and understand the signs of the
times in which we live. I have seen
prophecy after prophecy fulfilled, not
only among the people of the Latter-
day Saints, but among the nations of
the earth, that were uttered years and
years before they came to pass; and
there are prophecies contained in the
Book of Mormon which remain to be ful-
filled, and I am looking with joyful an-
ticipation to the day of their fulfillment.
The prophecies are of great interest to
the Saints and to the world. As an
instance, I will give you the substance
of a prophecy contained in the Book of
Mormon. About six hundred years be-
fore Christ, a Prophet was raised up
in Jerusalem, by the name of Lehi,
and another one by the name of Nephi;
and the Lord commanded them to leave
Jerusalem and go to a land he would give
to them, and he brought them forth by
his miraculous power upon this Ameri-
can continent. Before they arrived here,
however, Nephi had a vision, and saw all
the great events from his day down to the
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winding-up scene of all things. Among
other things, he saw the Jews would be
carried away shortly after the departure
of himself and his father's family into
Babylon, and he saw they would be af-
flicted for a length of time, and then be
restored to Jerusalem. After their re-
turn, he saw the Messiah would make
his appearance, and they would crucify
him, and then they would be dispersed
among all nations.

He saw that the Gospel would be
preached among all nations and king-
doms, first to the Jews, and then to the
Gentiles. He saw that after the Gospel
should be preached by the Twelve Apos-
tles of the Lamb to the Jews and to
the Gentiles, there would arise a great
and abominable church, the most cor-
rupt of all churches upon the face of
all the earth, and that that great and
abominable church should have power
given unto them over the Saints of the
Lamb to destroy them, &c., and that
they should corrupt the Jewish Scrip-
tures which should issue from the mouth
of the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb, and
take away from them many parts that
were plain, and precious, and easy to the
understanding of all men; and by reason
of this great stumblingblock, the Scrip-
tures being in such a state, there should
be many among the nations of the Gen-
tiles in the latter times that should ex-
ceedingly stumble and build up numer-
ous churches after the forms of different
doctrines, and they should deny miracles
and the power of God, saying, "They are
done away."

After seeing all these things on the
Eastern continent, he saw the promised
land to which he and his father's fam-
ily were about to be led; and he be-
held his descendants in their various
generations, and he saw wars, &c.,
among them; he saw that Jesus, af-
ter his resurrection, made his appear-
ance bodily among them: this took place
on the promised land, which we call



