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The Lord might have reasoned thus—I will 
not raise up my Church in their midst, for 
they will put the people of that Church to 
death. If I restore the authority to the earth, 
they will root it out; they will shed inno-
cent blood: therefore, I will send these gen-
erations into their graves in ignorance; and 
when governments are established so liberal 
that there will be some prospect of establish-
ing my kingdom on the earth, then I will 
send Elijah the Prophet, and he shall give 
authority to the children to search after their 
fathers who died in ignorance of the Gospel.

We are willing to go the earth over  
to  save  the  l iv ing ;  we are  wi l l ing  
to build temples and administer in

ordinances to save the dead; we are willing 
to enter the eternal worlds and preach to 
every creature who has not placed himself 
beyond the reach of mercy. We are willing 
to labor both in this world and in the next 
to save men.

I will now close my remarks by saying, 
Let all rejoice that the great day of the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times has come. 
Let the living rejoice; let the dead rejoice; 
let the heavens and the earth rejoice; let all 
creation shout hosannah! Glory to God in 
the highest! For he hath brought salvation, 
and glory, and honor, and immortality, 
and eternal life to the fallen sons of men. 
Amen.

It appears to have fallen to my lot to 
occupy a few moments of this morning. 
Though unexpected to me, I rejoice in the 
opportunity of addressing you in a pub-
lic manner, in meeting with the Saints of 
God, and learning those principles which 
are calculated for our exaltation. I rejoice 
in being numbered with the Saints of the 
Most High, and that I have a part in the 
great work of the last days in connection 
with my brethren—those with whom I am 
more closely associated, and those who are 
before me.

I feel assured that this work is all- 
important, and that we consult our  
own interests more than those of any

one else in being engaged in it. I rejoice in 
the present position, prospects, and con-
dition of this people, and in the progress 
which they have made in gathering those 
who are zealous of good works, and whose 
aim and designs are to build up the king-
dom of God on the earth. We are fast 
becoming a great nation; we have passed 
on from stage to stage until we are recog-
nized as a nation composed of Saints—of 
“Mormons.” We have made great strides in 
power and influence since this people were 
organized, and it is a matter of great rejoic-
ing with me.

Of al l  government organizations  
on earth, I deem the organization of
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