
darkness, where there is weeping, wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth; others cast into a 
bottomless or lowermost pit to dwell with 
the Devil and his angels throughout eter-
nity, having committed the unpardonable 
sin, for whom there is no forgiveness in this 
world nor the world to come; and thus the 
justice of God will be magnified as well as 
his mercy; for God is perfectly just, being 
just according to our notions of justice; for 
among the original qualities of our minds 
we have correct notions of justice implant-
ed in our bosoms originally by God him-
self: also what we know of mercy originat-
ed from God. He implanted the principles 
of justice and mercy in our hearts, and he 
implanted the same principles that dwell in 
his own bosom.

What is justice with us, when we are 
truly enlightened, is justice with God; and 
what is mercy with us, when we are truly 
enlightened, is mercy with God: and these 
great attributes will be magnified in the 
dealing out of punishments and rewards.

Every man which ever has lived, or 
ever will live, will be dealt with according 
to his works and the law of the Gospel. 
There is another thing I wish to lay before 
this congregation, and that is in regard to 
those generations to whom the Gospel has 
not been committed in time. While I have 
been traveling abroad, many have said to 
me, How is it? You teach us that there has 
been no Church of God for many genera-
tions on the earth. You teach us that our 
fathers and mothers in generations gone 
past have died without the knowledge of 
the Gospel; you teach us that God is a just 
being, and will punish men by the law 
of the Gospel; and how is it that he suf-
fered all these generations to remain with- 
out the Gospel while in the flesh? I  
want to answer this question, and tell

you why there was no Church on the earth 
six hundred or a thousand years ago—why 
generation after generation have fallen into 
their graves, without hearing the voice of 
God, or any communication from him. I 
will give you the reason why, and then leave 
you to judge in relation to the matter. It is 
well known that the nations killed off the 
old Apostles and Prophets, and banished 
the Church of Christ from the earth. Those 
who remained were corrupt, evil, and devil-
ish, desiring to work wickedness, having no 
desires for righteousness, having apostatized 
from the truth. Because of the great wick-
edness which reigned, the Lord Almighty 
saw that it was impossible for him to reveal 
a dispensation and protect it on the earth; 
he saw that it was impossible to be done 
in those dark ages. For if he had revealed 
himself to any man, and that man should 
go forth and say, Thus saith the Lord God, 
he might, before the sun went down, look 
for his head to be taken off his shoulders, 
or to be stretched upon the wheels of the 
Inquisition, to be tortured with all manner 
of cruelties as a heretic. And if he should 
undertake to work secretly with mankind, 
after it was found out publicly, he would 
have been hunted from one end of the earth 
to the other, until he was destroyed and all 
his followers. This would have brought in-
nocent blood again upon the people. The 
Lord saw that they would bring greater 
wickedness on themselves, if he revealed a 
dispensation, than to withhold it; for they 
would have been sure to take the lives of his 
servants, and bring innocent blood upon 
their heads, even as their fathers did. This 
would effectually prevent them from en-
tering into that prison where they, in due 
time, could hear the Gospel.

To prevent the effusion of inno- 
cent blood and give them a chance, the  
Lord withheld from them his Church.
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