
full of demagogues; you would see them 
perched upon every anthill, croaking out 
their stump speeches for this or that man 
to be our ruler; and the paid lackeys of 
each candidate for office, in the streets, in 
the public places, and in the houses of the 
citizens, would be using their influence for 
their employers in their respective circles, 
and wherever they would be listened to.

Whether such a man as a ruler will do 
good to the people, is not thought of, ei-
ther by the candidate or by his lackeys; 
but the one is after the thousands of dol-
lars, and the other after his paltry fee. The 
welfare of the people they do not consider. 
What will be the best policy to pursue for 
the good of the people at large is not in all 
their thoughts.

Let the people see to it that they get 
righteous men to be their leaders, who 
will labor with their hands and administer 
to their own necessities, sit in judgment, 
legislate, and govern in righteousness; and 
officers that are filled with peace; and see 
to it that every man that goes forth among 
the people as a traveling officer is full of the 
fear of the Lord, and would rather do right 
at a sacrifice than do wrong for a reward.

What would be the result, if this course 
was adopted by the people of the United 
States? It would destroy the golden pros-
pects of those who were seeking for gain 
alone, and men would be sought for, in 
the nation, State, or Territory, who were 
for the people, and would seek earnestly  
for their welfare, benefit, and salvation.  
We want men to rule the nation who  
care more for and love better the nation’s 
welfare than gold and silver, fame, or  
popularity.

Are there any such in the United States? 
Yes, plenty of them among all classes of men, 
though they have little or nothing to say about 
politics. Many of them are much like one Mr.

Hovey, from Cayuga County, New York, 
that I once asked if he was going to the 
election? “No,” he replied, “I will never 
give another vote in the United States.” I 
asked the reason for such a course. “Why,” 
said he, “they will set up the Devil as a can-
didate for the office of President, then set 
up his apostate brother, who has forfeited 
his inheritance, and run him in for sake 
of opposition.” There are plenty of men 
who would do that and worse. The nation, 
however, is not lost yet; there are as many 
as five righteous men in the city, at least.

Let the people lay the foundation for 
carrying out the Republican Government 
which was instituted by our fathers, in-
stead of maintaining a government of 
anarchy, confusion, and strife. Were this 
people here an independent people, and 
had the privilege of selecting their own 
officers, and I should be chosen to dictate 
them in their selections, I would watch 
and guard faithfully their rights, and see 
that they selected men who had not the 
dimes in view. The motto should be—
“If you do not labor for the good of the 
people, irrespective of the dimes, we do 
not want your services; for if you labor for 
the money, you seek to benefit yourselves 
at the people’s expense.” I make this ap-
plication and turn it eastward, which you 
know is the way the world rolls. If the 
Government knew what the wants of the 
people were, they would take away the 
salaries of political demagogues, and stop 
their running and their stump preaching, 
from one end of the land to the other,  
to make proselytes to their cause. This 
would have a tendency to put an end  
to party names, to party jealousies, and  
to party conflicts forever.  And the  
people should concentrate their feelings, 
their influence, and their faith, to select 
the best man they can find to be their
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