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power. When we look abroad upon the
nations, we can see this truth verified; and
when we look at home in our own nation,
it is no less verified. We see that wisdom is
actually departing from the lawgiver, and
the knowledge and the discretion the judge
possessed years ago have vanished. We dis-
cern that the very policy adopted by the
nations to fortify them in strength is cal-
culated to sap their foundations. The axe is
laid at the root of the tree, and all nations
are filling up the cup of their guilt.

Suppose I were speaking to the assembled
millions of the inhabitants of the United
States, what counsel or advice could be
given to them that they might regain what
they have lost? Can any temporal means
be adopted to save them from the vortex of
ruin into which they are fast approaching—
a doom which they never can avert without
sincere repentance? Yes, there is seemingly a
human policy, if adopted, that would snatch
them from destruction. What is it? Let the
people rise en masse to lay the foundation of
a wholesome, independent, free, Democratic
(as the people call it), Republican govern-
ment—a government which, if carried out,
will be perfect in itself.

Let us look at it in another point of
view. Suppose this people inhabiting these
mountains are broken off entirely from
the nations of the world, rendering no al-
legiance to any earthly power combined or
isolated; free to make laws, to obey them,
or to break them; free to act, to choose, and
to refuse, and, in every sense of the word,
to do as they please, without any fixed or-
der of government whatever; and they wish
a Constitution—a system of government
for mutual protection and advancement
in the principles of right, to be framed ac-
cording to the best wisdom that can be
found in this community—I say, let them
govern themselves by a Republican system
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of government, selecting a man from their
midst to preside over them. And whom
should they select to fill so important
a station? The best man they can find.
Should they keep him in office only four
years? Should they make a clause in their
Constitution that a President shall serve at
most for only two terms without a vacation
in his services? That is an item that should
not be found in the Constitution of the
United States, nor in the constitution made
by this or any other people. We should se-
lect the best man we could find, and center
our feelings upon him, and sustain him as
our President, dictator, lawgiver, controller,
and guide in a national capacity, and in ev-
ery other capacity wherein he is a righteous
example. Though we find as good a man as
there is in the nation, yet we should not lay
facilities before him to become evil, were he
so disposed. Great care should be exercised
to guard against placing such a power at the
command of any mortal.

Shall we give him twenty-five thousand
dollars per annum, and make him superior
to any other honest man in the Territory,
State, or kingdom, in things pertaining to
this world? Or lay inducements before him
to become proud, haughty, and neglectful
of the true interests of the people? No. For
if he is capable of ruling the people and
dictating them, he is capable of taking care
of himself. If we cannot find a man willing
to control and guide us without our pour-
ing the gold and silver into his coffers and
exalting him above the rest of us, then we
will take one less capable, who will do it for
nothing.

Do you ask why I would recommend
this course? I answer, Because of the weak-
ness of man. Were we to elect a man to
preside over us in this capacity, and give
him three, four, five, eight, or fifteen thou-
sand dollars a year, the streets would be
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