
I realize the nature of my position in ris-
ing to speak to an assembly of intelligent 
gentlemen and ladies on such an occasion 
as the present. I probably feel my incapabil-
ity more than can be perceived by my hear-
ers. Still my mind is active, and my under-
standing is fruitful, whether I have ability 
or not to express that which is in me.

While my friends have been speaking, I 
have been much amused, edified, and de-
lighted, especially in having Whiggery and 
Democracy so ably illustrated. I do not 
think they could have been exhibited more 
easily, more naturally, more to the under-
standing of all, and more true to the spirit 
and universal deportment of those two 
leading parties of the nation, as they now 
exist, than they have been by my predeces-
sor in the stand today; and I presume I am 
speaking the feelings of the greater part of 
this assembly.

While brother George A. Smith was 
speaking upon the rise and progress of the 
American Revolution, a few items rang-
ing in the same line occurred to my mind, 
which I have a desire to express in the hear-
ing of this assembly.

The revolutions made by the Govern-
ment of the United States, with regard to 
real progression generally, are small indeed; 
so small that it is impossible to perceive 
any advancement. It is true the Constitu-
tion has been revised by the voice of  
the people; but wherein is it bettered?

Some say it is bettered; but as to the light 
and knowledge that now exist with regard 
to the true spirit of republicanism, the revo-
lution is on the retrograde motion. No one 
will question for a moment that many revo-
lutions in the United States have become 
in a great degree popular, notwithstanding 
they have been in many instances unconsti-
tutional and in open violation of the statute 
laws, and have been winked at by the most 
influential officers of the Government. 
There has been a progressive revolution 
since the close of the war, but not in vir-
tue, justice, uprightness, and truth. It has 
become quite a custom, and by custom it 
has the force of law, for one party to mob 
another, to tear down and destroy Catholic 
churches, drive citizens from the ballot box, 
disallowing them the right of franchise, and 
persecute, plunder, drive from their posses-
sions, and kill a great people. Revolution in 
the United States is progressing; but to the 
true spirit of Democracy and the science 
of government, the Revolution I refer to is 
strictly opposed.

With regard to Democracy and 
Whiggery, no person can exhibit them bet-
ter and in a truer light than Judge Shaver 
has today. The General Government, as 
a whole, do not understand truly what 
Democracy and Whiggery really are.

What would my friend George A. 
Smith tell you with regard to these  
two polit ical  bodies that now rule  
over our country, were he to address
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