CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTH OF JULY.

But since the Prophets have been
slain, the Saints persecuted, despoiled of
their goods, banished from their homes,
and no earthly arm to interpose for their
rescue, what will be the future destiny
of this highly-favored country? Should I
tell the truth as it clearly passes before
my mind's eye, my friends might censure
me, and I might be regarded as an en-
emy to my country. If I should not tell
the truth, but withhold it to please men,
or to avoid giving offense to any, I might
be regarded, by the powers celestial, as
the enemy of God. What shall I do under
these circumstances? Shall I be guilty
of the crime of hesitating for a moment?
No. Neither time nor place to hesitate
now.

Were I called upon to give evidence
before a court of justice in a case to
which my own father was a party liti-
gant, the foolish might regard me as op-
posed to my father, if conscience, justice,
and truth directed me to testify against
his interest; but the wise would regard
me as possessing that integrity that kin-
dred ties could not swerve nor decoy from
the truth and facts in the case. My testi-
mony in relation to the country that gave
me birth, that gave birth to my father
and my father's father, is given upon the
same principle, and prompted by a simi-
lar motive.

So sure and certain as the great wa-
ter courses wend their way to the ocean,
and there find their level—so sure as
the passing thundercloud hovers around
yonder Twin Peaks of the Wasatch
Mountains, and upon their grey and bar-
ren rocks pours the fury of its storm, just
so sure and certain will the guardian an-
gel of these United States fly to a remote
distance from their borders, and the
anger of the Almighty wax hot against
them in causing them to drink from
the cup of bitterness and division, and
the very dregs, stirred up by the hands
of foreign powers, in a manner more
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cruel and fierce than the enemies of the
Saints in the day of their greatest dis-
tress and anguish; and all this because
they laid not to heart the martyrdom of
the Saints and Prophets, avenged not
their blood by punishing the murderers,
neither succored nor aided the Saints af-
ter they were despoiled of their goods
and homes.

Would to God that we could forget
this part of our experience in the land of
our fathers! But we cannot forget it. It is
incorporated in our being. We shall carry
it to our graves, and in the resurrection it
will rise with us. Had the United States
been as faithful a guardian to the Latter-
day Saints as the angel of God has been
to them, she would never know dissolu-
tion, nor be humbled in dishonor by the
decrees of any foreign powers.

I ask no earthly being to endorse
this my testimony, or to adopt it as his
own sentiment. A little time will prove
whether Orson Hyde alone has declared
it, or whether the heavenly powers will
back up this testimony in the face of all
the world.

When dJustice is satisfied, and the
blood of martyrs atoned for, the guardian
angel of America will return to his sta-
tion, resume his charge, and restore the
Constitution of our country to the re-
spect and veneration of the people; for it
was given by the inspiration of our God.

One positive decree of Jehovah, re-
specting this land, is, that no king shall
ever be raised up here, and that whoso-
ever seeketh to raise up a king upon
this land shall perish. The spirit of this
decree is that no king shall bear rule
in this country. And the islands con-
tiguous to this land belong unto it by
promise, for they are a part and parcel of
the land of Joseph, and they geograph-
ically belong to it—belong to it by the
covenants of the fathers: they also philo-



