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and young, by referring you to the buf-
faloes on the Plains, as most of you had a 
chance to observe their habits. If I wish to 
domesticate buffaloes, I will take none but 
the calves, for I can do nothing with the old

ones, they have become too set in their 
wild ways. But I can take the calves and 
learn them to work and give milk, and 
learn them to become domesticated and 
useful. Amen.

I rise to make a few remarks, to satisfy 
the feelings of the people and correct their 
minds and judgment.

You have heard concerning the suffer-
ings of the people in the handcart trains; 
and, probably you will hear the Elders, 
for some time to come, those who have 
lately returned from their missions and 
those now on the Plains, speak about the 
scenes they have witnessed, and I would 
like to forestall the erroneous impressions 
that many may otherwise imbibe on this 
 subject.

Count the living and the dead, and you 
will find that not half the number died in 
brother Willie’s handcart company, in pro-
portion to the number in that company, as 
have died in past seasons by the cholera in 
single companies traveling with wagons and 
oxen, with carriages and horses, and that 
too in the forepart of the season. When you 
call to mind this fact, the relations of the 
sufferings of our companies this season will 
not be so harrowing to your feelings. With 
regard to those who have died and been  
la id  away by the  roads ide  on the

Plains, since the cold weather commenced, 
let me tell you they have not suffered one 
hundreth part so much as did our brethren 
and sisters who have died with the cholera.

Some of those who have died in the 
handcart companies this season, I am told, 
would be singing, and, before the tune was 
done, would drop over and breathe their 
last; and others would die while eating, 
and with a piece of bread in their hands. I 
should be pleased when the time comes, if 
we could all depart from this life as easily 
as did those our brethren and sisters. I re-
peat, it will be a happy circumstance, when 
death overtakes me, if I am privileged to 
die without a groan or struggle, while yet 
retaining a good appetite for food. I speak 
of these things, to forestall indulgence in a 
misplaced sympathy.

You have heard the brethren relate their 
trials through Iowa; it is a wicked place. 
Those regions of the country are the local-
ity of the afflictions that have come upon 
this people. Take Missouri, Illinois, and 
Iowa, and they are the places where we

TEMPTATION AND TRIALS NECESSARY TO EXALTATION—IF THE 
SAINTS PERFORM THEIR OBLIGATIONS, THE LORD WILL NOT FAIL IN  
HIS—HANDCART EMIGRATION PREFERABLE TO THAT BY OX-TEAMS

A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,  

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  NOVEMBER 16,  1856

Recorded by J .  V.  Long

z

JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd   89JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd   89 5/13/20   8:50 PM5/13/20   8:50 PM


