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Spirit to inspire them, and those thou hast
given them.

Pour out thy Spirit upon thy servants,
the Twelve Apostles; may thy power abide
upon them, to qualify them for the respon-
sible calling unto which thou hast called
them. Also, in connection with them, let
thy Spirit rest upon the Quorums of the
Seventies, the High Priests, the Bishops, the
High Council, the Elders, Priests, Teach-
ers, and Deacons; and upon every faithful
member of thy Church in these valleys of
the mountains, and in all the world.

Now, O God, we dedicate this Stone
to thee. May this spot be holy, and all that
pertaineth to it. And inasmuch as there
shall be an enemy, or a person that are evil
disposed towards thy house, and they shall
endeavor to lay snares for the feet of thy
people, may they be caught in their own
net, be overwhelmed in their own dilem-
ma, and have no power nor influence in
the least to hurt thy Saints from this time
henceforth and forever. May the power
of the mighty God of Jacob fortify thy
servants, enabling them to execute righ-
teousness before thee the Lord our God.

Hear us, O Lord, for we dedicate this,
the Southeast Corner Stone unto thee,
praying that it may sleep in peace, be pre-
served from decay, for it is the Chief Cor-
ner Stone of the House we shall rear to
thy name. May the same blessings attend
the other three Corner Stones, and all the
works thy servants shall set their hands to
do, from this time henceforth and forever.

Bless the architect, the superintendent,
the foremen of the various departments,
and all the laborers that shall raise a hand,
or move a thing for the erection and per-
fection of this thine house; and provide
for them, their wives, their children, and
all that pertains unto them, that they may
want for no good or necessary thing, while
they are engaged in thy service, and from
this time henceforth and forever.

We dedicate ourselves unto thee, with
our wives, our children, our flocks, and
our herds, with all the settlements and
possessions that pertain to thy people in
these valleys of the mountains. And all the
praise and the glory we will ascribe to the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

——— () E—

PERSECUTIONS, POSITION, PROSPECTS, AND AGENCY OF THE SAINTS

AN ORATION BY BISHOP EDWARD HUNTER, DELIVERED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER STONE
OF THE TEMPLE, AT GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, AFTER THE PRESIDENCIES OF THE AARONIC
PRIESTHOOD HAD LAID THE STONE, APRIL 6, 1853
Reported by G. D. Watt

Brethren and Friends—This, the
Southwest Corner Stone of this Temple, in
Salt Lake Valley, and Utah Territory, has
been laid by the Aaronic Priesthood, which
is in connection with the Melchizedek
Priesthood forever—to connect those two
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Priesthoods to the building up of the kingdom
of the last days, and exalt mankind on the
earth, and in the presence of God, and pre-
-pare for the coming of Christ our Redeemer.

The past, the present, and the fu-

ture—our history, our destiny, recur
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