
and “Mormonism” are like that [putting 
his fingers across]; “Mormonism” is one, 
it is governed by one head, one President, 
and that head representing God on earth. If 
Joseph Smith held the keys of the kingdom 
of God on earth, of the Apostleship, does 
not his successor possess the same? Does he 
not have a right to give laws, to instruct, to 
control and rule the people of God?

I might still go on, and explain to your 
understandings exactly what I mean by 
rule. If this Priesthood is upon the earth, 
and you are controlled thereby, and listen 
to its counsels, you will be united as one 
people. I know the time was that many 
of this people believed that if a man was 
adopted here and there, one man would 
hold this way, and another that; but the 
fact is, in the kingdom and Church of the 
Lord they are all in one pile. I do not care 
how many of you have been adopted here 
or there; that is the doctrine to me.

Let the devils rap, then, and let them 
talk, and mutter, and have their mediums; 
what do I care, so long as the Priesthood 
is upon the earth, and the Apostleship is 
upon the earth, and the government of 
God, and the light and influence of the 
Holy Ghost, are upon the earth? Can 
they shake the Saints? No. But let a man 
lose the Spirit of God, and depart from 
this Church, and from the men that hold 
the Priesthood of God on the earth, and 
I have no doubt that Lucifer will reveal a 
great many truths to him, and teach and 
advocate principles and sentiments that 
will agree with doctrines of this Church. 
And they will even imitate Joseph Smith’s 
handwriting, and the handwriting of 
brother Hyrum, of Bishop Partridge, and 
of Bishop Whitney, and others; and they 
will give you flaming revelations, and the 
light they emit will blaze like a comet.

Now Lucifer has philosophy enough

and religion enough to suffer his agents to 
run along with the truth hand in hand, and 
make himself appear like an angel of light, 
and teach hundreds of true principles, if he 
can only thereby get you to swallow one 
item of false doctrine. But the grand story 
is, the devil may rage as long as he pleases, 
and use all the cunning and craft that he 
may, yet he never can overreach those who 
hold the keys of the Priesthood, nor suc-
ceed in deceiving them. This Joseph taught 
the people, but they were slow to believe. 
But now the energies of the people move 
as one man; and if they want to build a 
Temple, they can build it, and whatever 
they want to accomplish they can do.

The Priesthood is a power we should 
respect, reverence, and obey, no matter in 
whose hands it is. Let Lucifer mix in truths 
with error, and work great signs and won-
ders to deceive the very elect, but it is not 
possible. Why? Because they have learned 
the Priesthood, and they possess the pow-
er thereof that cannot be shaken. Let the 
Rappers go ahead, then, for it is not pos-
sible for them to deceive the elect of God; 
and let the witch of Endor, and all other 
witches and wizards, with the prince and 
power of the air at their head, do their best, 
if we keep the commandments of God we 
shall continually soar far above their power 
and influence.

I want to have nothing to do with Satan. 
I desire not to shake hands with him, nor 
to do anything that will bring me in con-
tact with him, for he is powerful, and if he 
once gets you in his grasp and shakes you, 
you will think you are less than a grasshop-
per. Let us rally round the standard of God, 
and when we are in the circle of truth, then 
let the devil and the enemies of the Church 
of God fire their loudest guns, and wage  
their war, and marshal their strength, yet, 
armed with the armor of righteousness,
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