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Saints is to keep the commandments 
until truth shall prevail, the devil is 
bound, and righteousness prevails;

then watch for the Lord’s coming, for you 
know not the day nor the hour the Son of 
man cometh. Amen.

Life and death are set before us, and we 
are at liberty to choose which we will.

I have frequently reflected upon these 
two principles, but were I to explain in full 
my own views upon them, they might per-
haps come too much in contact with the 
feelings and views of many people.

To me, these principles are like the vi-
sion of open day upon this beautiful earth. 
Life and death are easily understood in the 
light of the Holy Ghost, but, like every-
thing else, they are hard to be understood 
in its absence.

To choose life is to choose an eternal ex-
istence in an organized capacity: to refuse 
life and choose death is to refuse an eternal 
existence in an organized capacity, and be 
contented to become decomposed, and re-
turn again to native element.

Life is an accumulation of every prop-
erty and principle that is calculated to 
enrich, to ennoble, to enlarge, and to in-
crease, in every particular, the dominion 
of individual man. To me, life would sig-
nify an extension. I have the privilege of 
spreading abroad, of enlarging my borders, 
of increasing in endless knowledge, wis-
dom, and power, and in every gift of God.

To live as I am, without progress, is not 
life, in fact we may say that is impossible. 
There is no such principle in existence, nei-
ther can there be. All organized existence is 
in progress, either to an endless advance-
ment in eternal perfections, or back to dis-
solution. You may explore all the eternities 
that have been, were it possible, then come 
to that which we now understand according 
to the principles of natural philosophy, and 
where is there an element, an individual liv-
ing thing, an organized body, of whatever 
nature, that continues as it is? It cannot 
be found. All things that have come within 
the bounds of man’s limited knowledge—
the things he naturally understands, teach 
him, that there is no period, in all the eter-
nities, wherein organized existence will be-
come stationary, that it cannot advance in 
knowledge, wisdom, power, and glory.

If a man could ever arrive at the point 
that would put an end to the accumulation 
of life—the point at which he could increase 
no more, and advance no further, we should 
naturally say he commenced to decrease  
at the same point. Again, when he has 
gained the zenith of knowledge, wisdom, 
and power, it is the point at which he be-
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