UNIFORMITY

tion. You hear the professed ministers of
Christ teaching the benighted multitude,
that the day when angels administer to
men has ceased; that the sacred Urim and
Thummim is lost; that the holy Priesthood
is no longer needed, and the sacred place
where they offered sacrifices for Israel is
gone, all are gone.

In this way, century after century passed
away; nation rose against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom; nations and king-
doms rose, and in their turn fell in succes-
sion, to give place to others, while nature,
in her convulsive throes, shook the earth
from center to circumference. Pass on still,
and do you look for uniformity?

But says one, “You Mormons tell us, that
in the age in which we live there is a work
commenced on the earth that will entirely
eclipse every other dispensation, and usher
in a day of righteousness, overcome Lucifer
the arch deceiver; a day wherein he is to be
bound, and thrust into the pit, and lose his
power; when the earth will be redeemed, and
appear in her primeval bloom and beauty,
and man shall cease to war against his fellow
man; when the convulsions of the earth shall
cease—the earthquake cease to bellow, the
thunder cease to roar, and the lightning cease
to become destructive, and to mar the face of
nature, spreading terror and dismay among
animated beings; when the earth and all na-
ture shall become calm and tranquil, and the
glory of God shall be among men.”

“Why bless me, with the exception of a
few points,” say statesmen, “your society
has decidedly changed from what it was
in the days of Mr. Smith. Because of the
peculiar traits of his character, it could
not have possibly existed under his
government; we are glad to see the
decided improvement that has been made
since his death; and under the administra-
tion of Mr. Young.” This is their language.
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They suppose that the “Mormons” have
turned a somerset, have apostatized, and
altered their character and creed as a
people. I always take great pleasure in tell-
ing such honorable men, such wise men,
that that which they call “Mormonism”
changeth not. It is the same now as in the
days of Joseph.

“And do you Mormons in the Valley
believe and advocate the same doctrines
that Joseph Smith did?”

Yes, sir, precisely, not one practical
point of the religion has changed; but we
as a people may be fluctuating, but our re-
ligion changeth not. You see some of our
men want to go to California for gold—
they want to do this, and to do that; but
the people generally are right at home.

But you must look in the last days for
a kingdom that in its commencement will
be the least of all, and is compared to the
mustard seed. If then it is the smallest of
all kingdoms, we need not look for a large
church like the church of Rome, or the
English church, but like a mustard seed;
look for that, and it will grow and become
the largest of all herbs, so that the birds of
the air will shelter in it.

Says one, “I like it very well, if you did
not gather together, and suffer Brigham
Young to lead you like one man.”

In that consists the beauty of our reli-
gion; and he can wield us as a people, like
God does the armies of heaven. He can
wield us to preach, to pray, or to fight.
We have everything spiritual, temporal,
and natural, as it should be. We believe it
is just as much our religion to talk about
wheat, plowing, sowing, and gathering in
at harvest time, it is just as much our reli-
gion as anything connected with it.

“Pertaining to the Mormons away
off in the Valley, they never will be
much anyhow,” says one. They used
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