
victim to be stationed in the front of the 
battle where he would be sure to be slain. 
This was the kind of sublimity the men of 
God exhibited anciently.

Look at the difficulties that existed be-
tween Israel and the Prophets; look at the 
murders, devastation, destruction, altars 
smoking with blood, cities wrapped in flame, 
and thousands and tens of thousands man-
tled in death upon the bloodstained earth by 
contending armies; and ask yourselves if that 
is the time to look for uniformity.

Was it to be found in the days of 
Alexander the Great, when he conquered 
the world, and spilled rivers of blood to 
attain his purpose? Was it to be found 
among the Romans, or among the Medes 
and Persians? Shall we look to any of the 
ancient nations for uniformity.

But we will pass by these dark ages, and 
come down to the interesting time when 
the Son of God unfolded the glorious 
theme of the Gospel of peace, of match-
less glory, of matchless love; when the babe 
of Bethlehem was born; when the sun of 
righteousness appeared with healing in his 
wings; and when beauty, and glory, and 
sublimity were displayed in their grandeur, 
full bloom and glory.

You do not wish us to understand, that 
that was the time when Herod put forth 
his hand to put to death the young chil-
dren under a certain age, in hopes to kill 
the young child Jesus. Is this the beauty 
of that age—the sublimity to which you 
call our attention—when the reigning 
king put to death thousands of helpless 
children, drenching the earth with their 
innocent blood?

When the babe Jesus returns from Egypt, 
he exclaims of himself, “The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” 
Even in that age, look at the commotion,

the turmoil, the strife, and the difficulties 
that existed.

Were sublimity, uniformity, and beauty 
seen at the time when the King of righ-
teousness, the anointed of God, was car-
ried up unto an exceeding high mountain 
by Lucifer, who showed him the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them, say-
ing, “All these things will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me.” Was 
that uniformity?

Suppose a Prophet should arise now, 
and proclaim to the world he is a Prophet 
of God, and Lucifer should take him by 
the coat collar, or by the hair of the head, 
and escort him to the top of a high pin-
nacle, and hold him there, would they be-
lieve he was a Prophet? The uniformity of 
that age is thus exhibited, however, by the 
writers of the New Testament.

Again we find it exhibited when a legion 
of devils was cast out of a man, and en-
tered into a herd of swine, causing them to 
run down a steep place into the sea, where 
they were drowned. These are some of the 
characteristic features of the age in which 
Christ and his apostles lived.

If you pass on to the time when Jesus 
Christ the Son of God was put to death, 
when they mocked him, spit upon him, 
placed a crown of thorns upon his head, 
and smote him upon the cheek, saying, 
“Prophesy.” Is that the time for us to look for 
uniformity? If you wait until they arraign him 
before an earthly tribunal, condemn, and put 
him to death, and place him in the tomb, do 
you there look for beauty and uniformity? 
What do you see? A host of soldiers guarding 
the mouth of the tomb to keep his disciples 
from stealing his dead body; they did not only 
think they would steal his dead body, but that 
they would lie about it afterwards, and say he 
had risen from the dead, and palm an impo-
sition upon that age of the world. These are
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