
mands it, but there is no such thing as put-
ting it entirely out of existence.

I never studied philosophy to any great 
extent, but on one occasion I had a kind of 
a confab with Professor Orson Pratt, who 
endeavored to prove that there was empty 
space, I supposed there was no such thing. 
He thought he had proved it; but I thought 
he had not proved a word of it, and told him 
the idea was folly. After hearing a good many 
arguments from him, and other men, his col-
leagues in learning, I wished them to tell me 
where empty space was situated, that I might 
tell the wicked, who wish to hide them-
selves from the face of him that sitteth upon 
the throne, where to go, for they will then 
be where God is not, if they can find empty 
space. To argue such a question as that, 
would be, to confute my own arguments in 
favor of other truths I have advocated, and 
oppose my own system of faith. We believe 
that God is round about all things, above all 
things, in all things, and through all things. 
To tell about empty space is to tell of a space 
where God is not, and where the wicked 
might safely hide from His presence. There 
is no such thing as empty space.

Remember, that true riches—life,  
happiness, and salvation, is to secure  
for ourselves a part in the first resur-
rection, where we are out of the reach

of death, and him that hath the power 
of it; then we are exalted to thrones, and 
have power to organize element. Yes, they 
that are faithful, and that overcome, shall 
be crowned with crowns of eternal glory. 
They shall see the time when their cities 
shall be paved with gold; for there is no 
end to the precious metals, they are in the 
native element, and there is an eternity of 
it. If you want a world of the most precious 
substance, you will have nothing to do but 
say the word, and it is done. You can mac-
adamize streets with it, and beautify and 
make glorious the temples. We can then 
say to the elements, “Produce ye the best 
oranges, lemons, apples, figs, grapes, and 
every other good fruit.” I presume we do 
not draw a single breath that there are not 
particles of these things mingled in it. But 
we have not the knowledge now to orga-
nize them at our pleasure. Until we have 
that power we are not fully in possession 
of the true riches, which is the affirmative 
of the question, and the negative of the 
question is no riches at all in reality.

Well, brethren, I think I have stood out 
first rate. When I rose I did not think I 
could speak over ten minutes. May the 
Lord God bless you, and have mercy upon 
the world, and upon this people, that we 
may be saved in His kingdom. Amen.
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