
Adam until now. In olden times, in the ages 
we call “the dark ages of the world,” men 
could talk to the Lord face to face, and He 
looked like another man. When He had a 
mind to do so, He could walk into the as-
semblies of the people, and none of them 
would know him, only they knew He was 
a stranger that had visited their meeting. 
He understands the difference between true 
riches and the bogus which passed current 
in the days of Pharaoh in Egypt. We see 
the bogus power again exhibited in the days 
of Saul the king of Israel, by the witch of 
Endor, who, at the request of Saul, brought 
forth the spirit of Samuel, or some other 
spirit. They understood the principles of 
life, for the Lord had set life and death be-
fore them, true riches and false riches, or in 
other words, composition and decomposi-
tion, and the laws, principles, and powers 
of the eternal world; and the people of the 
early ages of this world understood them.

The people in this age, are like the old 
miser, whose latter end was drawing nigh; 
he had saved a good purse of gold, but he 
was blind and could not see it, so he re-
quested the attendants to bring him the 
gold that he might put his hand on it; 
when he laid his hand upon it, he could go 
to sleep. He possessed the negative of true 
riches. Again, they are like the man who 
found a lump of gold which weighed 100 
pounds, the last that was heard of him was, 
he was sitting upon it, offering a great price 
to the passers by for something to eat, and 
swearing that if he had to starve to death, 
he would stick by the gold, and die a rich 
man. If he had understood the principles of 
life—the principles of true riches, he could 
have commanded that gold in California, in 
England, or anywhere else; but he had no 
power over it, and died like a fool, no doubt. 
What good was his gold to him? He had  
not the power of endless life in him,

and he will be decomposed, and the parti-
cles which compose his body and spirit will 
return to their native element. I told you 
some time ago what would become of such 
men. But I will quote the Scriptures on this 
point, and, you can make what you please 
of it. Jesus says, he will destroy death and 
him that hath the power of it. What can 
you make of this but decomposition, the 
returning of the organized particles to their 
native element, after suffering the wrath of 
God until the time appointed. That ap-
pears a mystery, but the principle has been 
in existence from all eternity, only it is 
something you have not known or thought 
of. When the elements in an organized 
form do not fill the end of their creation, 
they are thrown back again, like brother 
Kimball’s old pottery ware, to be ground 
up, and made over again. All I have to say 
about it is what Jesus says—I will destroy 
Death, and him that hath the power of it, 
which is the devil. And if he ever makes “a 
full end of the wicked,” what else can he do 
than entirely disorganize them, and reduce 
them to their native element? Here are 
some of the mysteries of the kingdom.

On the other hand, let us take the af-
firmative of the question; and inquire 
what is life and salvation? It is to take that 
course wherein we can abide forever and 
ever, and be exalted to thrones, kingdoms, 
governments, dominions, and have full 
power to control the elements, according 
to our pleasure to all eternity; the one is 
life, and the other is death, which is noth-
ing more or less than the decomposition of 
organized native element. There can be no  
such thing as power to annihilate  
element. There is one eternity of element, 
which can be organized or disorganized, 
composed or decomposed; it may be put 
into this shape or into that, according 
to the will of the intelligence that com-
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