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the question again. I have, from time to
time, said many things to you in this tab-
ernacle, and so have my brethren, and the
people are much inclined for the mysteries
of the kingdom. I can tell you what they
are, in some degree. The idea appears very
foolish to me when we are talking about
it, but we are obliged to use the English
language as it is, which is scarcely a simili-
tude of what we want. Again it is first rate
to communicate our ideas, and good to
enable us to talk one way, and mean an-
other, when we have a disposition to do
so. Brother Hyde preached us a good dis-
course on mystery yesterday.

What is a mystery? We do not know, it
is beyond our comprehension. When we talk
about mystery, we talk about eternal obscu-
rity; for that which is known, ceases to be
a mystery; and all that is known, we may
know as we progress in the scale of intelli-
gence. That which is eternally beyond the
comprehension of all our intelligence is
mystery, yet this word is used by the transla-
tors of the Bible. They write about mystery,
and talk about mystery; what are they talk-
ing about? I do not know what they mean,
nor what they wish to convey by that word,
and they do not know themselves. This lan-
guage is made use of in the Bible, because
they have nothing better. Things transpire
almost every day in our lives which we class
under the term mystery, for want of a better
term. What does it mean, in reality? Why,
nothing at all. But for the accommodation
of those who speak the English language, we
will continue to use the term, and proceed
to examine the negative of true riches.

Here are the earth and the inhabitants
upon its face, organized for the express pur-
pose of a glorious resurrection. The zerra
firma on which we walk, and from which
we gain our bread, is looking forth for the
morning of the resurrection, and will get a
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resurrection, and be cleansed from the
filthiness that has gone forth out of her.
This is Bible doctrine. What filthiness has
gone forth out of her? You and I, and all
the inhabitants of the earth; the human
body, and all earthly bodies, both animal
and vegetable; are composed of the native
element that we breathe, that we drink,
and that we walk upon; we till the earth
for our bread, which is one of the materials
of which your body is composed, it comes
forth from the native elements into an
organized state; what for? To be exalted, to
get a glorious resurrection. We are of the
earth, earthy, and not only will the por-
tion of mother earth which composes these
bodies get a resurrection, but the earth it-
self. It has already had a baptism. You who
have read the Bible must know that that
is Bible doctrine. What does it matter if it
is not stated in the same words that I use,
it is none the less true that it was baptized
for the remission of sins. The Lord said, “I
will deluge (or immerse) the earth in water
for the remission of the sins of the people;”
or if you will allow me to express myself in
a familiar style, to kill all the vermin that
were nitting, and breeding, and polluting
its body; it was cleansed of its filthiness;
and soaked in the water, as long as some of
our people ought to soak. The Lord bap-
tized the earth for the remission of sins,
and it has been once cleansed from the
filthiness that has gone out of it, which was
in the inhabitants who dwelt upon its face.

The earth is organized for a glorious res-
urrection, and life and death are set before
the people, true riches and false riches; and
the whole world are gone after the false
riches; after that which is not life, after de-
composition, after that which perishes, and
passes away like the twilight of evening.
The Lord has set before the inhabitants
of the earth, true riches, from the days of
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