
Again, they can deceive the inhabitants 
of the earth, and make them believe that 
things were done, which in reality were 
not. If there were not a true coin in ex-
istence, how could there be a bogus pro-
duced? The true coin is what we are after, 
the true riches. We are seeking to be made 
rich in the power of God, so as to be able to 
control the elements, and say—“Let there 
be light,” and there is light; “Let there be 
water,” and there is water; “Let this or that 
come,” and it cometh; by the power that is 
within us to command the elements; and 
they obey, just as they did the Savior when 
he changed the water into wine, or made 
bread to feed the multitudes.

What shall we say? Do the things of this 
world, in their present state, offer unto us 
true riches? I say they are not riches, in the true 
sense of the word; there is no such thing as 
a man being truly rich until he has power 
over death, hell, the grave, and him that hath 
the power of death, which is the devil. For 
what are the riches, the wealth possessed by 
the inhabitants of the earth? Why, they are 
a phantom, a mere shadow, a bubble on 
the wave, that bursts with the least breath 
of air. Suppose I possessed millions on mil-
lions of wealth of every description I could 
think of or ask for, and I took a sudden pain 
in my head, which threw me entirely out of 
my mind, and baffled the skill of the most 
eminent physicians, what good would that 
money do me, in the absence of the power 
to say to that pain, “Depart?” But suppose I 
possessed power to say to the pain, “Go thou 
to the land from whence thou camest;” and 
say, “Come, health, and give strength to my 
body;” and when I want death, to say, “Come 
you, for I have claim upon you, a right, a 
guarantee deed, for this body must be dis-
solved;” says death, “I want it, to prey upon;” 
but again I can say to death, “Depart from 
me, thou canst not touch me;” would I not

be rich indeed. How is it now? Let the 
slightest accident come upon one of the 
human family, and they are no more. Do 
we then possess true riches in this state? 
We do not.

What shall we do to secure the true 
riches? “Seek first the kingdom of God, and 
its righteousness.” Lay up for ourselves trea-
sures in heaven, where moth cannot eat, 
rust corrode, nor thieves break through 
and steal them. If we find the pearl of great 
price, go and sell all we have to purchase 
it, and secure to ourselves the friendship of 
God, and our Elder Brother Jesus Christ, 
and walk humbly before God, and obey 
those whom He has told us to obey, all the 
days of our lives, and He will say, “These 
are my friends, and I will withhold nothing 
from them.”

And is it indeed possible that we can come 
into that power, while we are in this mortal-
ity, to say to death, “Touch me not?” Were 
it possible, I for one do not want it, I would 
not accept it were it offered to me. If the 
Lord Almighty proffered to revoke the de-
cree, “Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt 
return,” and say to me, “You can live forever 
as you are;” I should say, “Father, I want 
to ask you a few questions upon this point. 
Shall I still be subject to the toothache, to 
the headache, to the chills and fever, and to 
all the diseases incident to the mortal body?”  
“O yes, but you can live, and never die.” 
“Then I would have you, Father, to let the 
old decree stand good; I find no fault with 
your offer, it may be a good one; but I have 
the promise of receiving my body again—
of this body coming up in the morning of  
the resurrection, and being reunited with  
the spirit, and being filled with the principles 
of immortality and eternal life. Thank you, 
Father, I would rather take a new body, a 
nd then I shall get a good set of new teeth. 
My sight, too, is failing; if I want to read,
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