
ren of men in His hand, and turns them 
whithersoever He will, even as the rivers 
of waters are turned; who commands the 
earth to perform its revolutions, or stand 
still, at His pleasure; who has given the 
sun, the planets, the earths, and far distant 
systems their orbits, their times, and their 
seasons; whose commands they all obey. 
With Him abide the true riches.

I will now notice the character who ex-
hibited the power of true riches on the 
earth, though he himself was in a state of 
abject poverty, to all human appearance, for 
he was made poor that we might be made 
rich, and he descended below all things that 
he might ascend above all things. When the 
only begotten Son of God was upon the 
earth, he understood the nature of these 
elements, how they were brought together 
to make this world and all things that are 
thereon, for he helped to make them. He 
had the power of organizing, what we 
would call, in a miraculous manner. That 
which to him was no miracle, is called mi-
raculous by the inhabitants of the earth. On 
one occasion he commanded a sufficient 
amount of bread to be formed to feed his 
disciples and the multitude. It was in the 
air, in the water, and in the earth they 
walked upon. He, unperceived by his dis-
ciples and the multitude, spoke to the native 
elements, and brought forth bread. He had 
the power. We have not that power, but 
are under the necessity of producing bread 
according to a systematic plan. We are 
obliged to till the ground, and sow wheat, 
in order to obtain wheat. But when we pos-
sess the true riches, we shall be able to call 
forth the bread from the native element, 
like as Jesus Christ did. Everything that is 
good for man, is there. Jesus said to his dis-
ciples, Make the multitude sit down, and 
divide them into companies, and take this 
bread and break it, and distribute it among

them. They did not know but that it was 
the few loaves and fishes that fed the whole 
of them as they ate. The truth is, he called 
forth bread from the native elements. Is 
that mystery to you? Did you never think 
of it before? How do you suppose he fed 
them, he did not feed them upon nothing 
at all, but they ate bread and fish, substan-
tial bread and fish! until they were satisfied. 
This the Savior called from the surround-
ing elements; he was quite capable of do-
ing it, because he had the keys and power 
of true riches, if any man possess which, he 
is rich in time, and in eternity both.

Again, the Savior changed water into 
wine, in the same manner, by command-
ing the elements. Can that be done by a 
chemical process. I admit it can by the 
persons who understand the process; and 
that men can make bread also. As quick 
as I admit that the history Moses gives of 
himself is true, I cannot have any question 
in the world but what in ancient days they 
understood in a measure how to command 
the elements. The magicians of Egypt were 
instructed in things pertaining to true 
riches, and had obtained keys and powers 
enough to produce a bogus in opposition 
to the true coin, as it were, and thus they 
deceived the king and the people. They 
could cause frogs to come upon the land, 
as well as Moses could. They could turn 
the waters of Egypt into blood, and in 
many more things compete with Moses. 
There was one thing, however, they could 
not do, though they produced a very good 
bogus, but it was not quite the true coin. 
When they threw their staffs on the floor 
before the king, they could not swallow 
the staff of Moses, but the staff of Moses 
swallowed the staffs of the magicians. 
I have no doubt that men can perform 
many such wonders by the principles of 
natural philosophy.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES270

JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd   270JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd   270 5/13/20   8:39 PM5/13/20   8:39 PM


