
after the true riches—after the pearl of 
great price. In doing this were I to system-
atize, I would say, let us leave this subject, 
which is the negative of the question, and 
take up another, entirely different. We 
would have to take up the subject of salva-
tion to the human family, calling up the 
characters who have officiated in this great 
work, and have brought forth redemption, 
and placed it before the world, putting it 
within the reach of every individual of the 
sons and daughters of Adam and Eve. Yet 
it is all the same subject.

Where shall we direct our course to find 
true riches? Who is there that possesses 
them? Were we to admit scriptural testi-
mony, I could refer you to the Bible, where 
we read of people exhibiting a power that 
gave their beholders satisfactory proof of 
their possessing the true riches. The riches 
of the world are natural, and common to 
the human family, but who governs and 
controls them? Who holds the destiny of 
the wealth of the nations in his hand? Do 
the kings, rulers, governors, or the inhabi-
tants of the earth generally? No, not one of 
them, by any means. Have there ever been 
persons upon the earth who have exhib-
ited the principles of true riches? Yes. The 
Bible tells us who they are, and delineates 
the principles of true riches.

Again, here is the philosophical world, 
the terra firma on which we tread. Here is 
the atmosphere which the wise men of the 
world tell us it is surrounded with, which 
is congenial to the constitution of the veg-
etable and animal world, it is the air we 
breathe. Philosophers tell us that the terra 
firma on which we walk is surrounded  
with it 40 miles high from the surface of 
the earth. It revolves in this subtle ele-
ment, which is a combination of other ele- 
ments. This is a philosophical world. What 
then are the results of the philosophical

world? Why, if you were to put wheat in the 
ground that has been well tilled, it would 
grow, and bring an increase to repay the 
husbandman for his labor. If you plant po-
tatoes in the ground the philosophy of the 
earth is, it will bring forth potatoes. If you 
plant corn, corn will be produced in abun-
dance, and this will apply to all the grain, 
and vegetables, and products of this earth.

What is there here, in the valleys of these 
mountains? Why, the same that was centu-
ries ago. As I told my brethren six years ago, 
I said, there are here wheat, corn, potatoes, 
buckwheat, beets, parsnips, carrots, cabbage, 
onions, apples, peaches, plums, pears, and 
fruits of every description and kind. They 
are all in the philosophical world—in the 
air we breathe, and in the water we drink; 
it needs nothing more than philosophical 
applications to bring them forth. The most 
delicate silks, the finest linen, and fine cloth 
of every description, that were ever pro-
duced upon the earth, are right here in this 
valley, and it requires nothing more than 
a philosophical application to bring them 
forth to administer to our wants. What 
more is there here! When we first came into 
this valley we had no knowledge that our 
brethren could find gold in California, or 
perhaps we might have been digging gold 
over there at this time; but our thoughts 
were occupied with how we should get our 
wives and children here; we were think-
ing about wheat, potatoes, watermelons, 
peaches, apples, plums, etc. But allow me to 
tell you, that gold and silver, platina, zinc, 
copper, lead, and every element that there is 
in any part of the earth, can be found here; 
and all that is required, when we need them, 
is a philosophical application to make them 
subservient to our wants.

Here we pause, and think—“What!  
is there gold here, silver here? Are the 
finest and most beautiful silks that

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES268

JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd   268JOD Vol 1-LIVE.indd   268 5/13/20   8:39 PM5/13/20   8:39 PM


