
I am disposed this morning to give my 
testimony to this congregation upon the 
subject of true riches. Wealth and poverty 
are much talked of by all people. The sub-
ject was tolerably well discussed yesterday, 
and according to my understanding, the 
most that I have heard said upon that point 
has been on the negative of the question.

If you wish me to take a text, I will 
take the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, referring, if you please, to both 
text and context, and let the people distrib-
ute, or apply them according to their own 
pleasure. I will, however, use one passage of 
Scripture as a text, that was used yesterday. 
Jesus said to his disciples, to them it was 
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them that were without, 
it was not given. If we were to examine the 
subject closely, we should learn that a very 
scanty portion of the things of the kingdom 
were ever revealed, even to the disciples. If 
we were prepared to gaze upon the myster-
ies of the kingdom, as they are with God, 
we should then know that only a very small 
portion of them has been handed out here 
and there. God, by His Spirit, has revealed 
many things to His people, but, in almost 
all cases, He has straightway shut up the vi-
sion of the mind. He will let His servants 
gaze upon eternal things for a moment,  
but straightway the vision is closed,

and they are left as they were, that they 
may learn to act by faith, or as the Apostle 
has it, not walking by sight, but by faith.

In viewing this subject, permit me to 
preach what I have to preach, without 
framing or systematizing my address. When 
I have endeavored to address a congrega-
tion, I have almost always felt a repugnance 
in my heart to the practice of premedita-
tion, or of pre-construction a discourse to 
deliver to the people, but let me ask God 
my heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, to give me His Spirit, and put into 
my heart the things He wishes me to speak 
whether they be for better or worse. These 
have been my private feelings, as a general 
thing. I would ask our Father in heaven, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, to pour His Spirit 
upon each one of us this morning, that we 
might speak and hear with an understand-
ing heart, that a hint, a key word, or a short 
sentence pertaining to the things of God, 
might open the vision of our minds, so that 
we might comprehend the things of eter-
nity, and rejoice exceedingly therein.

In the first place, suppose we commence 
by examining the principles that have been 
laid before us this Conference, taking up 
the negative of the question; suppose,  
in our social capacity here, we have a sys-
tem that feeds the hungry, clothes the 
naked, administers to the widow and the
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