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upon this great subject, we can only of-
fer a few words with regard to this great,
sublime, beautiful, and glorious doctrine,
which has been revealed by the Prophet,
Seer, and Revelator, Joseph Smith, who
sealed his testimony with his blood, and
thus revealed to the nations, things that
were in ancient times, as well as things that
are to come.

But while I talk, the vision of my mind
is opened; the subject spreads forth and
branches out like the branches of a thrifty
tree; and as for the glory of God, how
great it is! I feel to say, Hallelujah to His
great and holy name; for He reigns in the
heavens, and He will exalt His people to
sit with Him upon thrones of power, to
reign forever and ever.
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It does not exactly please me at this time
to make the remarks I wish upon the sub-
ject of education, as the greater part of the
morning has been devoted to laying before
the congregation, the necessity of improv-
ing ourselves in the knowledge of the sci-
ences. The subject which has been aimed
at by the speakers this morning, bearing
particularly upon the necessity of instruct-
ing the human family, has been laid before
us in the light in which it is generally
held by the world. When we speak upon
education, it is not to be understood that
it alone consists in a man’s learning the
letters of the alphabet, in being trained in
every branch of scholastic lore, in becom-
ing a proficient in the knowledge of the
sciences, and a classical scholar, but also in
learning to classify himself and others. It
has been hinted that education commences
with the first dawn of knowledge upon
the mental faculties of the child, and con-
tinues with it till death. But I will trace it a
little further back still, and say that educa-
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tion commences with the mother, and the
child in connection. I will state the facts
in the case, as you will find them to be
hereafter, in the education of your chil-
dren. It depends in a great degree upon
the mother, as to what children receive, in
early age, of principle of every description,
pertaining to all that can be learned by the
human family. When will mothers under-
stand this? Knowing that this is the case, I
am perplexed with grief when I see such a
wanton diversion from the real design of
life, it causes me to mourn for my poor, ig-
norant, fellow mortals, and sometimes al-
most goads me to anger. I can see mothers
pay attention to everything under heaven,
but the training up of their children in the
way they should go, and they will even
make it appear obligatory on the father to
take care of the child at a year old. How
often is it the case that mothers will say—
“Why, Pa, this child is growing up in ig-
norance, he is going to ruin. Really, dear
husband, what shall we do with him?” I
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