CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.

upon the face of the earth, through a
noble parentage that shall train their
young and tender minds in the truths of
eternity, that they may grow up in the
Lord, and be strong in the power of His
might, be clothed upon with His glory,
be filled with exceeding great faith; that
the visions of eternity may be opened to
their minds; that they may be Prophets,
Priests, and Kings to the Most High God.
Do you believe, says one, that they are
reserved until the last dispensation, for
such a noble purpose? Yes; and among
the Saints is the most likely place for
these spirits to take their tabernacles,
through a just and righteous parent-
age. They are to be sent to that peo-
ple that are the most righteous of any
other people upon the earth; there to be
trained up properly, according to their
nobility and intelligence, and according
to the laws which the Lord ordained be-
fore they were born. This is the rea-
son why the Lord is sending them here,
brethren and sisters; they are appointed
to come and take their bodies here, that
in their generations they may be raised
up among the righteous. The Lord has
not kept them in store for five or six thou-
sand years past, and kept them wait-
ing for their bodies all this time to send
them among the Hottentots, the African
negroes, the idolatrous Hindoos, or any
other of the fallen nations that dwell
upon the face of this earth. They are not
kept in reserve in order to come forth to
receive such a degraded parentage upon
the earth; no, the Lord is not such a be-
ing; His justice, goodness, and mercy will
be magnified towards those who were
chosen before they were born; and they
long to come, and they will come among
the Saints of the living God; this would
be their highest pleasure and joy, to
know that they could have the privilege
of being born of such noble parentage.
Then is it not reasonable, and con-
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sistent that the Lord should say unto His
faithful and chosen servants, that had
proved themselves before Him all the
day long; that had been ready and will-
ing to do whatsoever His will required
them to perform—take unto yourselves
more wives, like unto the Patriarchs,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob of old—Ilike
those who lived in ancient times, who
walked in my footsteps, and kept my
commands? Why should they not do
this? Suppose the Lord should answer
this question, would He not say, I have
here in reserve noble spirits, that have
been waiting for thousands of years,
to come forth in the fulness of times,
and which I designed should come forth
through these my faithful and chosen
servants, for I knew they will do my will,
and they will teach their children after
them to do it. Would not this be the sub-
stance of the language, if the Lord should
give us an answer upon this subject?

But then another question will arise;
how are these things to be conducted?
Are they to be left at random? Is every
servant of God at liberty to run here and
there, seeking out the daughters of men
as wives unto themselves without any
restriction, law, or condition? No. We
find these things were restricted in an-
cient times. Do you not recollect the cir-
cumstance of the Prophet Nathan's com-
ing to David? He came to reprove him for
certain disobedience, and told him about
the wives he had lost through it; that the
Lord would give them to another; and he
told him, if he had been faithful, that the
Lord would have given him still more, if
he had only asked for them. Nathan the
Prophet, in relation to David, was the
man that held the keys concerning this
matter in ancient days; and it was gov-
erned by the strictest laws.

So in these days; let me announce
to this congregation, that there is but
one man in all the world, at the same



