
of the nations of Europe and America, 
who have done away with the promises, 
and deprived themselves of the blessings of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The nations do 
not know anything about the blessings of 
Abraham; and even those who have only one 
wife, cannot get rid of their covetousness, 
and get their little hearts large enough to 
share their property with a numerous family; 
they are so penurious, and so narrow and 
contracted in their feelings, that they take 
every possible care not to have their families 
large; they do not know what is in the future, 
nor what blessings they are depriving them-
selves of, because of the traditions of their fa-
thers; they do not know that a man’s poster-
ity, in the eternal worlds, are to constitute his 
glory, his kingdom, and dominion.

Here, then, we perceive, just from this 
one principle, reasoning from the bless-
ings of Abraham alone, the necessity—
if we would partake of the blessings of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—of doing their 
works; and he that will not do the works of 
Abraham and walk in his footsteps, will be 
deprived of his blessings.

Again, let us look at Sarah’s peculiar posi-
tion in regard to Abraham. She understood 
the whole matter; she knew that, unless 
seed was raised up to Abraham, he would 
come short of his glory; and she understood 
the promise of the Lord, and longed for 
Abraham to have seed. And when she saw 
that she was old, and fearing that she should 
not have the privilege of raising up seed, she 
gave to Abraham, Hagar. Would Gentile 
Christendom do such things now-a-days? O 
no; they would consider it enough to send a 
man to an endless hell of fire and brimstone. 
Why? Because tradition has instilled this in 
their minds as a dreadful, awful thing.

It matters not to them how corrupt  
they are in female prostitution, if they  
are lawfully married to only one wife;

but it would be considered an awful thing 
by them to raise up a posterity from more 
than one wife; this would be wrong in-
deed; but to go into a brothel, and there 
debauch themselves in the lowest haunts of 
degradation all the days of their lives, they 
consider only a trifling thing; nay, they can 
even license such institutions, in Christian 
nations, and it all passes off very well.

That is tradition; and their posterity 
have been fostered and brought up in the 
footsteps of wickedness. This is death, as it 
stalks abroad among the great and popular 
cities of Europe and America.

Do you find such haunts of prostitu-
tion, degradation, and misery here, in the 
cities of the mountains? No. Were such 
things in our midst, we should feel indig-
nant enough to see that such persons be 
blotted out of the page of existence. These 
would be the feelings of this community.

Look upon those who committed such 
iniquity in Israel, in ancient days; every man 
and woman who committed adultery were 
put to death. I do not say that this people 
are going to do this; but I will tell you what 
we believe—we believe it ought to be done.

Whoredom, adultery, and fornica-
tion, have cursed the nations of the earth 
for many generations, and are increasing  
fearfully upon the community; but 
they must be entirely done away from  
those who call themselves the people of 
God; if they are not, woe! woe! be unto 
them, also; for “thus saith the Lord God 
Almighty,” in the Book of Mormon, “Woe 
unto them that commit whoredoms, for 
they shall be thrust down to hell!” There 
is no getting away from it. Such things 
will not be allowed in this community; 
and such characters will find, that the time 
will come, that God, whose eyes are upon 
all the children of men, and who discer-
neth the things that are done in secret, will
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