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and Jacob. The promises were, Lift up your
eyes, and behold the stars; so thy seed shall
be, as numberless as the stars. What else
did He promise? Go to the seashore, and
look at the ocean of sand, and behold the
smallness of the particles thereof, and then
realize that your seed shall be as numberless
as the sands. Now let us take this into con-
sideration. How large a bulk of sand would
it take to make as many inhabitants as there
are now upon the earth? In about one cubic
foot of sand, reckoning the grains of a cer-
tain size, there would be a thousand million
particles. Now that is about the estimated
population of our globe. If our earth were
to continue 8,000 years, or eighty centuries,
with an average population of one thou-
sand millions per century, then three cubic
yards of sand would contain a greater num-
ber of particles than the whole population
of the globe, from the beginning, until the
measure of the inhabitants of this creation
is complete. If men then cease to multiply,
where is the promise made to Abraham?
Is it fulfilled? No. If that is the end of his
increase, behold, the Lord’s promise is
not fulfilled. For the amount of sand rep-
resenting his seed, might all be drawn in
a one-horse cart; and yet the Lord said to
Abraham, thy seed shall be as numerous
as the sand upon the seashore; that is, to
carry out the idea in full, it was to be end-
less; and therefore there must be an infin-
ity of worlds for their residence. We can-
not comprehend infinity. But suffice it to
say, if all the sands on the seashore were
numbered, says the Prophet Enoch, and
then all the particles of the earth besides,
and then the particles of millions of earths
like this, it would not be a beginning to all
thy creations and yet thou art there, and
thy bosom is there; and thy curtains are
stretched out still. This gives plenty of room
for the fulfillment of the promise made
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to Abraham, and enough to spare for the
fulfillment of similar promises to all his
seed.

We read that those who do the works
of Abraham, are to be blessed with the
blessing of Abraham. Have you not, in
the ordinances of this last dispensation,
had the blessings of Abraham pronounced
upon your heads? O yes, you say, I well
recollect, since God has restored the ever-
lasting Priesthood, that by a certain ordi-
nance these blessings were placed upon our
heads—the blessings of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. Why, says one, I never thought
of it in this light before. Why did you not
think of it? Why not look upon Abraham’s
blessings as your own, for the Lord blessed
him with a promise of seed as numerous
as the sand upon the seashore; so will you
be blessed, or else you will not inherit the
blessings of Abraham.

How did Abraham manage to get a
foundation laid for this mighty kingdom?
Was he to accomplish it all through one
wife? No. Sarah gave a certain woman to
him whose name was Hagar, and by her a
seed was to be raised up unto him. Is this
all? No. We read of his wife Keturah, and
also of a plurality of wives and concubines,
which he had, from whom he raised up
many sons. Here then, was a foundation
laid for the fulfillment of the great and
grand promise concerning the multiplicity
of his seed. It would have been rather a slow
process, if Abraham had been confined to
one wife, like some of those narrow, con-
tracted nations of modern Christianity.

I think there is only about one-fifth of
the population of the globe, that believe in
the one-wife system; the other four-fifths
believe in the doctrine of a plurality of
wives. They have had it handed down from
time immemorial, and are not half so nar-
row and contracted in their minds as some

5/13/20 8:39 PM



