
it does not mean unconditional election to 
eternal life of a certain class, and the rest 
doomed to eternal damnation. Suffice it 
to say, that Abraham and many others of 
the great and noble ones in the family of 
spirits, were chosen before they were born, 
for certain purposes, to bring about cer-
tain works, to have the privilege of com-
ing upon the stage of action, among the 
host of men, in favorable circumstances. 
Some came through good and holy par-
entages, to fulfill certain things the Lord 
decreed should come to pass, from before 
the foundations of the world.

The Lord has ordained that these spirits 
should come here and take tabernacles by 
a certain law, through a certain channel; 
and that law is the law of marriage. There 
are a great many things that I will pass by; 
I perceive that if I were to touch upon all 
these principles, the time allotted for this 
discourse would be too short, therefore I 
am under the necessity of passing by many 
things in relation to these spirits in their 
first estate, and the laws that governed 
them there and come to their second estate.

The Lord ordained marriage between 
male and female as a law through which 
spirits should come here and take taberna-
cles, and enter into the second state of ex-
istence. The Lord Himself solemnized the 
first marriage pertaining to this globe, and 
pertaining to flesh and bones here upon 
this earth. I do not say pertaining to mor-
tality; for when the first marriage was cel-
ebrated, no mentality was there. The first 
marriage that we have any account of, was 
between two immortal beings—old father 
Adam and old mother Eve; they were im-
mortal beings; death had no dominion, no 
power over them; they were capable of en-
during forever and ever, in their organiza-
tion. Had they fulfilled the law, and kept 
within certain conditions and bounds,

their tabernacles would never have been 
seized by death; death entered entirely by 
sin, and sin alone. This marriage was cel-
ebrated between two immortal beings. For 
how long? Until death? No. That was en-
tirely out of the question; there could have 
been no such thing in the ceremony.

What would you consider, my hearers, 
if a marriage was to be celebrated between 
two beings not subject to death? Would 
you consider them joined together for a 
certain number of years, and that then all 
their covenants were to cease forever, and 
the marriage contract be dissolved? Would 
it look reasonable and consistent? No. 
Every heart would say that the work of God 
is perfect in and of itself, and inasmuch as 
sin had not brought imperfection upon 
the globe, what God joined together could 
not be dissolved, and destroyed, and torn 
asunder by any power beneath the celestial 
world, consequently it was eternal; the or-
dinance of union was eternal; the sealing of 
the great Jehovah upon Adam and Eve was 
eternal in its nature, and was never insti-
tuted for the purpose of being overthrown 
and brought to an end. It is known that 
the “Mormons” are a peculiar people about 
marriage; we believe in marrying, not only 
for time, but for all eternity. This is a cu-
rious idea, says one, to be married for all 
eternity. It is not curious at all; for when 
we come to examine the Scriptures, we find 
that the very first example set for the whole 
human family, as a pattern instituted for us 
to follow, was not instituted until death, 
for death had no dominion at that time; 
but it was an eternal blessing pronounced 
upon our first parents. I have not time to 
explain further the marriage of Adam and 
Eve, but will pass on to their posterity.

It is true, that they became fallen,  
but there is a redemption. But some  
may consider that the redemption only
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