
it was through him, as the great leader of 
all these sons of God, the earth was framed, 
and framed too, by the assistance of all his 
younger brethren—yet we find, with all 
that great and mighty power he possessed, 
and the great and superior wisdom that was 
in his bosom, that after all, his judgment 
had to be taken away; in his humiliation, 
his reason, his intelligence, his knowledge, 
and the power that he was formerly in pos-
session of vanished from him as he entered 
into the infant tabernacle. He was obliged 
to begin down at the lowest principles of 
knowledge, and ascend upward by degrees, 
receiving grace for grace, truth for truth, 
knowledge for knowledge, until he was 
filled with all the fulness of the Father, and 
was capable of ruling, governing, and con-
trolling all things, having ascended above all 
things. Just so with us; we that once lifted 
up our united voices as sons and daughters 
of God, and shouted for joy at the laying 
of the foundation of this earth, have come 
here and taken tabernacles, after the pattern 
of our elder brother; and in our humilia-
tion—for it is humiliation to be deprived of 
knowledge we once had, and the power we 
once enjoyed—in our humiliation, just like 
our elder brother, our judgment is taken 
away. Do we not read also in the Bible, that 
God is the Father of our spirits?

We have ascertained that we have had a 
previous existence. We find that Solomon, 
that wise man, says that when the body re-
turns to the dust the spirit returns to God 
who gave it. Now all of this congregation 
very well know, that if we never existed 
there we could not return there. I could not 
return to California. Why? Because I never 
have been there. If you never were with  
the Father, the same as Jesus was before  
the foundation of the world, you never 
could return there, any more than I could 
to the West Indies, where I have never

been. But if we have once been there, then 
we can see the force of the saying of the wise 
man, that the spirit returns to God who 
gave it—it goes back where it once was.

Much more evidence might be derived 
in relation to this subject, even from the 
English translation of the Bible; but I do 
not feel disposed to dwell too long upon 
any particular testimony; suffice it to say, 
that the Prophet Joseph Smith’s transla-
tion of the forepart of the book of Genesis 
is in print, and is exceedingly plain upon 
this matter. In this inspired translation we 
find the pre-existence of man clearly laid 
down, and that the spirits of all men, male 
and female, did have an existence, before 
man was formed out of the dust of the 
ground. But who was their Father? I have 
already quoted a saying that God is the 
Father of our spirits.

In one sense of the word, there are more 
Gods than one; and in another sense there 
is but one God. The Scriptures speak of 
more Gods than one. Moses was called 
a God to Aaron, in plain terms; and our 
Savior, when speaking upon this subject, 
says, “If the Scriptures called them Gods 
unto whom the word of God came, why is 
it that you should seek to persecute me, and 
kill me, because I testify that I am the Son 
of God?” This in substance was the word 
of our Savior; those to whom the word of 
God came, are called Gods, according to 
his testimony. All these beings of course 
are one, the same as the Father and the 
Son are one. The Son is called God, and 
so is the Father, and in some places the 
Holy Ghost is called God. They are one in 
power, in wisdom, in knowledge, and in 
the inheritance of celestial glory; they are 
one in their works; they possess all things, 
and all things are subject to them; they 
act in unison; and if one has power to be-
come the Father of spirits, so has another;
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