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generations, from the days of Adam to
this time, have been formed out of the
earth. We are of the earth earthy. The
tabernacle has been organized accord-
ing to certain principles, and laws of or-
ganization, with bones, and flesh, and
sinews, and skin. Now, where do you
suppose all these tabernacles got their
spirits? Does the Lord make a new spirit
every time a tabernacle is made? If so,
the work of creation, according to the be-
lief of Christendom, did not cease on the
seventh day. If we admit their views, the
Lord must be continually making spirits
to inhabit all the tabernacles of the chil-
dren of men; he must make something
like one thousand millions of spirits ev-
ery century; he must be working at it
every day, for there are many hundreds
of individuals being born into the world
every day. Does the Lord create a new
spirit every time a new tabernacle comes
into the world? That does not look rea-
sonable, nor Godlike.

But how is it, you inquire? Why the
fact is, that being that animates this
body, that gives life and energy, and
power to move, to act, and to think; that
being that dwells within this tabernacle
is much older than what the tabernacle
is. That spirit that now dwells within
each man, and each woman, of this vast
assembly of people, is more than a thou-
sand years old, and I would venture to
say, that it is more than five thousand
years old.

But how was it made? When was it
made? And by whom was it made? If our
spirits existed thousands of years ago—
if they began to exist—if there were a
beginning to their organization, by what
process was this organization carried on?
Through what medium, and by what sys-
tem of laws? Was it by a direct creation
of the Almighty? Or were we framed ac-
cording to a certain system of laws, in
the same manner as our tabernacles? If
we were to reason from analogy—if we
admit analogical reasoning in the ques-

tion, what would we say? We should say,
that our spirits were formed by genera-
tion, the same as the body or taberna-
cle of flesh and bones. But what says
revelation upon the subject? We will
see whether revelation and analogy will
agree.

We read of a certain time when
the cornerstones of the earth were laid,
and the foundations thereof were made
sure—of a certain time when the Lord
began to erect this beautiful and glori-
ous habitation, the earth; then they had
a time of joy. I do not know whether they
had instruments of music, or whether
they were engaged in the dance; but
one thing is certain, they had great joy,
and the heavens resounded with their
shouts; yea, the Lord told Job, that all
the sons of God shouted for joy, and the
morning stars sang together, when the
foundations of this globe were laid.

The SONS of God, recollect, shouted
for joy, because there was a beautiful
habitation being built, so that they could
get tabernacles, and dwell thereon; they
expected the time—they looked forward
to the period; and it was joyful to them
to reflect, that the creation was about
being formed, the cornerstone of it was
laid, on which they might, in their times,
and in their seasons, and in their gen-
erations, go forth and receive taberna-
cles for their spirits to dwell in. Do
you bring it home to yourselves, brethren
and sisters? Do you realize that you
and I were there? Can you bring it to
your minds that you and I were among
that happy number that shouted for joy
when this creation was made? Says one,
I don't recollect it. No wonder! For
your recollection is taken from you, be-
cause you are in a tabernacle that is
earthly; and all this is right and neces-
sary. The same is written of Jesus Christ
himself, who had to descend below all
things. Though he had wisdom to assist
in the organization of this world; though


