
It is quite unexpected to me, breth
ren and sisters, to be called upon to  
address you this forenoon; and still  
more so, to address you upon the prin-

ciple which has been named, namely, a 
plurality of wives.

It is rather new ground for me;  
that is, I have not been in the habit

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE 53

tinue, to increase in faith? For the business 
of this kingdom will increase, and the re-
sponsibility also; the labor will and must 
grow, and continue to increase, until the 
kingdoms of this world become the king-
dom of our God and His Christ. So much 
on tithing; you see where the failure is; it is 
in that point, and nowhere else.

It is not for any man to think he is a ci-
pher—that what he can do will not tell in 
this matter, and say, “They will get along 
well enough without me;” but it is every 
man’s duty to lay it to heart, and help what 
he can with his earthly substance; though I 
wish you to understand distinctly that it is 
no commandment—you are left to act freely.

Let all the sheep stay in the Valley; also 
the cows; for they will give milk and butter, 
and replenish the stock. But when we speak 
of the horses, mules, and oxen, let every 
man look up his spare stock of this descrip-
tion, and with them help to liquidate these 
debts. Stock will now pay debts. I will use 
my stock for this purpose, and my brethren 
will do the same, until we have enough. I 
do not enjoin this upon you, as you have 
already paid the tithing which is required 
of you; except in some instances in the

money tithing. Had we received the money 
due to us, we should have had no debts; 
but this failure has been, and is now, in 
existence. I will take every kind of spare 
stock I have, except my cows and sheep, 
and wipe off these debts until they are 
cancelled; and now every man who will 
do the same, let him rise upon his feet. 
[The whole congregation of two thousand 
men rose up to a man.] Do you suppose we 
want to deprive you of your teams? It is 
not so, but we wished to know the state 
of your faith, so that when we are ready to 
call upon you, we can be sure our call will 
be responded to. I would not cripple any 
man, I would rather give him five yoke of 
oxen, than destroy his team, and you know 
it. [Some of the brethren in the stand, not 
believing their own eyes, that the whole 
congregation rose, it was tried over again, 
to satisfy them, when the congregation all 
rose again to a man.] Brother Hunter now 
knows what to do. Many of the brethren 
are killing their calves; don’t do this; if you 
cannot raise them, it will be better to give 
them away to those who can.

I bless you, and may the Lord bless you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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