
With joy and delight I look upon  
you, brethren and sisters. I feel to  
render all praise, thanks, and adora-

tion to our Father and God, that my 
heart is capable of rendering; and with  
a l l  the  a f f ec t ions ,  toge ther  wi th
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30,000 soldiers quartered in the city, and 
that is called a free city. If you ask any of 
the inhabitants what they are doing there, 
they will answer—Ich weise nicht (I don’t 
know), but we have to keep them. They 
are there because the Emperor of Austria 
placed them there, and he had power to 
have them there.

In Paris, you would suppose you were in 
an armed city for you could not step any-
where without meeting soldiers at every step.

When I was in Hamburg, I had to go 
and get a permit to authorize me to stay 
one month, and when that was done, I 
had to get another to authorize me to stay 
another month. The only thing we can 
do in that country at present is to bap-
tize some of the citizens, and set them to 
preaching, as they have more rights and 
privileges than a stranger. No man has a 
right to receive his own son into his own 
house, if not a citizen, without a card; or a 
permit from the Government; and that is 
a free city, so called. We cannot know any-
thing about the blessings and privileges we  
have as Americans, without becoming  
acquainted with the condition of other  
nations, this is one of the greatest

countries in the world, but they (the 
Americans) do not appreciate their privi-
leges.

I am glad to see things moving on so 
well here; I observe great improvements 
and changes: you have done a great work, 
and God will bless you for it. I am glad to 
see and hear that you are more diligent in 
paying tithing, and attending to your du-
ties than before I left. It is not hard to do 
the will of God, and if some of you would 
go out into the world for two or three 
years, you would not find it hard to repay 
tithing when you came back again. I am 
glad to hear of these things—of the build-
ing up of the kingdom of God; and union 
is strength, and to fulfill the will of God 
brings down blessings upon our heads. I 
now expect to rest a little, and visit a little, 
and we will talk and preach, and do all the 
good we can in this world, and then go 
into the next to do more good.

I feel obliged to the brethren here 
for putting me up a house; and brother 
Brigham, I am much obliged to you for it; 
God bless you for it. And I pray that the 
blessings of God may rest down upon all 
the Saints, worlds without end. Amen.
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