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to foreign nations—brother Erastus Snow,
who is here; brother Lorenzo Snow,
who has not got back yet; brother F. D.
Richards, who has been over in England;
and brother Pratt. There has been a great
work done in all of these places, but I will
leave these brethren to relate their own af-
fairs themselves. I rejoice to associate with
them, I rejoice to hear of their prosperity,
and to see the wisdom, intelligence, and
prudence that have been manifested in all
their deportment and transactions. I could
not have bettered it, and I do not know
that anybody else could. Everything has
been going on well, and prospering, the
hand of God has been with us, and His
angels have been on our path, and we are
led to rejoice exceedingly before Him as
the God of our salvation.

It gave me great joy, on my way home,
to find the Saints leaving Kanesville. It
seemed as though they were swept out
with a besom almost. When I was there, I
rode out in my carriage one day to a place
called Council Point. I thought I would
go and visit some of the folks there, but,
when I got there, behold, there were no
folks to see. I hunted round, and finally
found a place with something like “gro-
cery” written upon it. I alighted, and went
into the house, and asked a person who
presented himself at the door, if he was a
stranger there. Yes, says he, I have only just
come. And the people have all left, have
they? Yes, was the answer. I next saw a few
goods standing at the side of a house, but
the house was empty, these were waiting to
be taken away. I went into another house,
and there were two or three waiting for
a boat to take them down the river, and
these were all the inhabitants I saw there!

When 1 first reflected upon this
removal, my heart felt pained. I well
knew the disposition of many of the
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men on those frontier countries, and I
thought that some miserable wretches
might come upon them after the main body
of the Saints had removed, and abuse, rob,
and plunder the widow, the orphan, the
lame, halt, blind, and destitute, who might
be left, as they did in Nauvoo; and thus the
old, decrepit, and infirm would be abused,
insulted, and preyed upon by wretches in
human shape, who never have courage to
meet men, but are cruel and relentless with
the old, infirm, the widow, orphan, and
destitute. But, thank God, they are coming,
nearly all, old and young; rich and poor.

When I see my brethren and sisters
here, I cannot help but to rejoice with
them, and especially with those who have
been engaged in these various labors.

The reports that have reached me from
time to time, of your prosperity—accounts
of the great work of the Lord that was
going on here, have caused me much joy.
I have heard of your progress in the city,
and out of it; of your various settlements
and explorations; and of the many organi-
zations made by the Presidency. This has
been joyful to me while abroad in foreign
nations.

Some people think that preaching is the
greatest part of the business in building up
the kingdom of God. This is a mistake. You
may pick out our most inferior Elders, in
point of talent and ability, and send them
to England to preach and preside, and they
think they are great men there. Their reli-
gion teaches them so much more than the
Gentiles know, that they are received as the
great men of the earth. Anybody can preach,
he is a poor simpleton that cannort, it is the
easiest thing in the world. But, as President
Young says, it takes a man to practice. A
great many preach first-rate when they get
abroad; you there meet with most eloquent
men, they will almost make the stones un-
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