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example, we have left other parts and
come here, and we think we have got
to Zion; they have gone to the world of
spirits, and they think they have got to
heaven; it is all right. We have left some
of our friends behind in various places;
when they arrive here, they will shake
hands with us, and be glad they have
got to Zion; and when we go to where
our departed friends are gone, we shall
strike hands with them, and be glad we
have got to heaven; so it is all one. Al-
though our friends were sorry when we
left them, yet they rejoiced as well as we,
that we were going to Zion; and so we
shall rejoice with those who have died in
the Lord, for they rest from their labors.

We have the principles of eternal life
in us, we have begun to live, and we
shall continue to live, as the Methodists
very properly express it, "while life, and
thought, and being last, or immortality
endures;" and this is the beginning of it,
consequently other little circumstances
in this world, or even life or death; have
very little to do with it. Some people
have said to me, sometimes, Are you not
afraid to cross over the seas, and deserts,
where there are wolves and bears, and
other ferocious animals, as well as the
savage Indians? Are you not afraid that
you will drop by the way, and leave your
body on the desert track, or beneath the
ocean's wave? No. Who cares anything
about it? What of it, if we should hap-
pen to drop by the way? We expect the
Lord and His angels can do as much as
brother Benson has done in gathering up
the people—he has brought a great host
from Pottawatomie—and the Lord can
surely as easily "send His angels, and
gather together His elect from the four
quarters of the earth," and, as old Daniel
says, we shall all come up and stand in
our "lot in the end of the days." These
things don't trouble me, but I have felt

to rejoice all the day long, that God has
revealed the principle of eternal life, that
I am put in possession of that truth, and
that I am counted worthy to engage in
the work of the Lord, and be a messen-
ger to the nations of the earth. I rejoice
in proclaiming this glorious Gospel, be-
cause it takes root in the hearts of the
children of men, and they rejoice with
me to be connected with, and participate
in, the blessings of the kingdom of God.
I rejoice in afflictions, for they are nec-
essary to humble and prove us, that we
may comprehend ourselves, become ac-
quainted with our weakness and infirmi-
ties; and I rejoice when I triumph over
them, because God answers my prayers,
therefore I feel to rejoice all the day long.

I feel as though I am among the hon-
orable of the earth when I am here; and
when I get mixed up with the people
abroad, and mingle with the great peo-
ple in the world, I feel otherwise. I
have seen and deplored the weakness of
men—their folly, selfishness, and corrup-
tion. I do not know how they feel, but I
have witnessed a great deal of ignorance
and folly, I think there is a great deal
of great littleness about them. There
is very little power among them, their
institutions are shattered, cracked, and
laid open to the foundation. It is no
matter what principle you refer to—if to
their religion, it is a pack of nonsense;
if to their philosophy and politics, they
are a mass of dark confusion; their gov-
ernments, churches, philosophy, and re-
ligion, are all darkness, misery, corrup-
tion, and folly. I see nothing but Babylon
wherever I go—but darkness and con-
fusion, with not a ray of light to cheer
the sinking spirits of the nations of the
earth, nor any hope that they will be de-
livered in this world, or in the world to
come.

I have been with my brethren here
who went with me some years ago


